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The administration of aneesthetics to animals has 
much in common in its methods with the administra- 
tion to man, but there are also very great differences, 
and these depend to a considerable extent upon the 
fact that we have in our different varieties of domesti- 
cated and wild animals a varied anatomical arrange- 
ment of the digestive and other organs, different 
mental calibres, and very often an awkwardly im- 
provised arrangement of the conditions under which 
the veterinary practitioner is compelled to perform 
the anesthetisation. As at the present time there 
has recently again been revived a good deal of dis- 
cussion and difference of opinion on the merits and 
demerits of chloroform versus ether as a general 
anesthetic, I was quite pleased when I got a message 
from the Secretary asking me if | would bring forward 
this paper at the present moment, because I am hoping 
that there will be some points in it which will be of as 
much interest to medical men as they are to us in 
the veterinary profession. In the short time at my 
disposal to-night I propose to put before you, as 
briefly as possible, illustrated by the epidiascope. the 
methods which we, in clinical veterinary practice, 
have found to give us the best results in regard to the 
anesthetisation of the numerous varieties of patient 
which come under the care of the practising veterin- 
arian more or less every day. 

I do this in the hope of adding another link to the 
chain which helps to prove the value of the co-operation 
which comes under the title of Comparative Medicine, 
as ] think [I shall be able to show by my illustrations 
and emphasis upon certain points that the Section of 
Anesthetics has a comparative side which is equally 
of mutual interest and practical value in its deductions 
from the problems which are brought in front of us, 
especially in cases of the unfortunate incidents of 
which one reads now and again in the professional 
and lay press under the heading of * Death under the 
Anesthetic.” In human patients the mental dread 
of losing consciousness under the anesthetic, added 
to the fear caused by anticipation of the operation, 
cannot be said to exist in our animals, and yet if we 
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deviate from certain sterotyped rules we are apt to get 
into danger ; and these rules do not apply universally 
for every species of domesticated animals. 

The veterinary anesthetist has mainly three things 
to keep in front of him. The first is to summarise 
in his mind the apparent general condition of the 
patient and its freedom or otherwise from serious 
organic disease. Secondly, to make sure that it has 
heen properly prepared ; and this with us is just as 
important as it is with you, for to anesthetise an 
animal on a full and distended stomach is to court 
disaster. The third thing is to see that nothing 
interferes with the free movement of the heart and 
lungs ; and here again the ingenuity of man is brought 
into play to secure each individual species of patient 
inthe most appropriate position possible ; and fourthly, 
the anesthetist must utilise his experience to judge 
of the amount of the anesthetic which is requisite 
to give the required stage of aneesthetisation to enable 
the surgeon to operate upon his patient without the 
latter feeling the touch of the kuife. 

It may not be generally known, but it is an accom- 
plished fact, that animal patients when thev have the 
misfortune to require surgical attention, are better 
protected by the laws of the land than those of human 
origin; for, by the amended Animals Anesthetics 
Act, which was passed in 1919, a long list of operations, 
which are performed in veterinary surgery, was 
officially scheduled for compulsory anzsthetisation. 
With some of these a general anesthetic is compulsory 
and with others the option is given to select either a 
general or a local anesthetic. 

By Section 2, “a horse, dog. cat or bovine shall 
not be subjected to any operation in the First, Second 
or Third Schedules respectively, unless the animal 
during the whole of the operation is under the influence 
of some general anesthetic of sufficient power to 
prevent the animal feeling pain.” 

The First Schedule, which refers to horses, includes 
operations for quittor, stripping the wall or sole of 
the hoof, poll evil, fistulous withers, ovariotomy, 
laparotomy, amputations of penis, mamma, or 
uterus, extraction of permanent molar teeth, scrotal 
and inguinal hernia, scirrhous cord, and extensive 
tumours. 

The Second Schedule refers to dogs and cats, and 
includes castration when over six months’ old, 
ovariotomy, laparotomy, amputations of penis, 
mamma or uterus, and operations for scrotal and 
inguinal hernia. 

The Third Schedule refers to bovines, and includes 
ovariotomy, operations for actinomycosis, laparo- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
“ 
| 


310 


tomy, amputations of penis, mamma or uterus, 
and dishorning, if over three months. 

In continuation of Clause 2, “a horse, dog, cat or 
bovine shall not be subjected to any operation 
specified in the fourth, fifth or sixth Schedules to this 
Act. respectively, unless during the whole of the 
operation it is under the influence of some general 
anesthetic or some local anesthetic, being in either 
case of sufficient power to prevent it feeling pain.” 

The Fourth Schedule refers to horses, and includes 
neurectomy, enucleation of the eyeball, application of 
the actual cautery, umbilical hernia, urethrotomy, 
docking and trephining. 

Schedule Five refers to dogs and cats, and includes 
enucleation of the eyeball, umbilical hernia, 
urethrotomy, and docking of the tail. 

Schedule Six confines itself to bovines, and includes 
enucleation of the eyeball, umbilical hernia, rumeno- 
tomy, urethrotomy and trephining. 

In regard to castration, however, the horse, ass and 
mule, are specially exempted—-not on the ground 
that there is less pain when their testicles are removed, 
but because of the powerful and successful opposition 
raised at the time by certain people, backed up by 
influential agriculturists and owners of valuable 
horses. 

Their chief reason was that, had the Act become law 
as it was, the travelling gelder (who is in many dis- 
tricts of England the man who does most of the 
castrations) would have been unable to have carried 
on his job— partly because of his ignorance of the 
proper method of administration of anesthetics and 
the risks to be incurred, and partly because of the 
difficulty (for him) of obtaining chloroform and the 
added expense in time and money. Many thousands 
of horses are operated upon in the standing position 
every year, and, when done expertly, the whole opera- 
tion from start to finish scarcely exceeds a minute 
and a quarter, or two minutes at most, the colt showing 
so little evidence of after pain or discomfort that he 
usually walks right up to the manger and commences 
to feed at once. Here is a concrete illustration of 
the part played by the brain of the human in the 
anticipation of things in this operation, at all events, 
the animal has no preliminary dread or anticipation-- 
and here the veterinary surgeon scores somewhat 
considerably over his human confréres. 

Metuops or Securinc. The method of securing 
an animal patient before the administration of an 
angsthetic needs the most careful consideration, for 
the most persuasive phrases to “ be quiet and breathe 
slowly ” are of no avail to a kicking horse or a biting 
dog who is being forced against its will to inhale a 
strange vapour, unless accompanied by some form of 
restraint and this restraint must be of such a nature 
that the respiratory apparatus and the work of the heart 
are left unimpeded as far as is possible. 

You, as human anesthetists who have at times come 
across a patient where physical strength has had to 
be exerted (during a stage of excitement when going 
under a general anesthetic) to keep a patient on the 
operating table, will appreciate the danger to the 
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operator and his assistants if a huge animal like a horse 
or a bull was not secured before reaching this stage ; 
and the same applies to a biting dog or cat, monkey, 
lion, or indeed any animal, domesticated or wild. 

The illustrations on the epidiascope show clearly 
the methods we adopt for this purpose. 

Cnotce or AN AnastuEtic.--The choice of the 
anwsthetic is, as might be expected, a matter of the 
utmost importance, and depends somewhat upon the 
variety of patient to be operated upon, age, and of 
course, any diseased conditions (especially of the 
internal organs), together with the presence or absence 
of expert help, in the form of a colleague who has had 
experience in this branch of medicine. In regard 
to the latter, the veterinarian is much more handi- 
capped than his human confrére, as the question of 
pecuniary outlay plays such a large part when dealing 
with the animals of the farm. 

One has for general anzsthesia the choice between 
chloroform, ether, and sundry mixtures (such as 
A.C.E. and A.E.C.) of the two. 

Personally, from an experience of over thirty years, 
in which time I can claim to have done over 12,000 
anesthetisations, I prefer pure chloroform for the 
adult horse, cow and dog, with A.C.E. mixture or 
ether for the monkey, puppy and the cat. If given 
rationally,in accordance with the dictates of experience. 
I am prepared to maintain that chloroform is an ideal 
anesthetic for the horse and dog. 

I have with me to-night on this table here patterns 
of the inhalers which are used for the administration 
of chloroform to all animals, and I am also able to 
throw them on the screen by means of the epidiascope, 
so that I can give you an explanation of the methods 
of using, which experience has taught us to be the 
safest and best. Ether, ethyl chloride, nitrous oxide 
gas, and A.C.E. mixtures are not suitable or con- 
venient for the horse or the larger animals. The 
chief disadvantages are, firstly, that a very large 
quantity is necessary before anzesthetisation can be 
produced (much more so than in the case of chlorform) : 
secondly, that the stage of excitement is’ very pro- 
longed, and this, with a powerful animal like the horse, 
is obviously a great drawback; and thirdly, that so 
much of the drug is necessary to produce anzsthetisa- 
tion that the cost, when a large number of animals 
have to be anesthetised, is very considerable, and 
sn unnecessary increase as compared with the cost 
of chloroform. 

With the cow, sheep and the goat we have an 
additional difficulty to deal with, especially when the 
operation is urgent, in that these animals have four 
stomachs, the first of which, is that the rumen is 
usually merely a receptacle and is generally very full, 
and apt to cause pressure on the diaphragm. With 
sheep, too, experience has taught us that we must 
always keep the head up whilst the animal is on its 
side, as otherwise regurgitation occurs and death 
may supervene from asphyxia, or from mechanical 
pneumonia about two or three days later. In cases 
of dystokia or eversion of the womb (and we get some 
very difficult cases of this kind in cattle and mares), the 
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use of chloroform is a perfect god-send and has be- 
come almost universal all over Great Britain. Cases, 
for example, of eversion of the uterus, which used to 
take (in the old days when chloroform was not gener- 
ally used), the help of at least two strong men, in 
addition to the manipulative efforts of the veterinary 
surgeon himself, become enormously simplified and 
can generally be replaced with success. The chief 
secret of safe anzsthetisation in these animals is 
to give the anesthetic slowly and in small quantities 
at a time. For the ox the Cox’s mask, or one of its 
modifications (which I have here to-night) is the one 
generally used, and you, as medical men who are able 
to work at your parturition cases in a warm room and 
generally with the help of a skilled confrére, will 
appreciate our difficulties in having to work in a 
draughty cowshed by the light of a lamp and generally 
with no better help than that of a farm labourer, or 
perhaps the farmer himself and his good wife. 


THe Doa AND SMALLER ANIMALS. 


In regard to the smaller animals, I will take the 
dog first, as this animal occupies now-a-days such an 


important place in every day practice on account of its- 


sentimental position in the average English household. 
I am pleased to be able to make the statement that 
anesthetics are universally used for operations on this 
animal and in contradiction to the statements which 
I have heard made even recently and on various 
occasions in the past, and the impression which I 
believe is still held in many physiological laboratories. 
[ am prepared to make and to support the statement 
that chloroform is the ideal anesthetic for the adult 
dog if only it is given in vapour form and in a rational 
manner. It can be given safely, time after time, in 
the hands of an expert by" the open method, but the 
ideally safe plan is to give it with the aid of an inhaler. 
If one does not possess an inhaler and one has to 
improvise the open method, an ordinary drop bottle 
can be improvised by the aid of a tooth pushed through 
the cork, or even by a small slit in the side of the cork, 
or any other such plan whereby the chloroform is 
allowed to fall slowly and carefully, drop by drop, 
on the single fold of a thin towel ; the animal having 
been properly secured on an ordinary table (as shown 
in the illustration on the epidiascope) in such a manner 
that the lungs and heart have free play. The chief 
safequard to be thought of when chloroforming a small 
animal is to be sure that anesthetisation takes place 
very slowly. To hurry matters is to court disaster, 
and for a toy dog, and even one the size of a terrier, 
a minimum of four, or better still five minutes, should 
be allowed, whilst for a big dog from six to ten 
minutes are not toolong. Once the stage of complete 
anesthetisation has been reached, it requires the 


application of a very little chloroform now and again 
to keep the patient in an unconscious condition. 
Some practitioners prefer the use of a dose of morphia 
previous to chloroforming, and, indeed, morphia has 
such a deeply narcotising effect on the canine species 
that many even major operations can be done under 
its influence with the aid of some local anesthetic 


for the skin. In any case, where morphia has been 
given first the amount of chloroform necessary is 
very small. Chloroforming by the aid of an inhaler 
is by far the safest method, and various patterns of 
apparatus have been devised. The Junker (which, 
by the way, has also been applied to the horse by the 
aid of a foot bellows) in my experience has carried 
with it a serious element of danger, as the vapour which 
comes through is much too strong ; and the pattern 
of which I have a model here, and which is now 
universally used by the veterinary profession, is much 
safer, as with it an exact percentage of from 1°9 to 2 
(this was worked out for me by Dr. Symes and the 
late Professor Waller, at London University) can be 
administered all the time. My original pattern, 
(which is portable for carrying about the country) 
is worked by means of a hand bellows, but the one 
which | always use in my own hospital and which I 
have here for your inspection this evening, is worked 
entirely by electricity from a plug in the wall and 
requires no labour in its manipulation. The first 
pattern was demonstrated before the old Society of 
Anesthetics in 1899 and was afterwards fully de- 
scribed in The Lancet, British Medical Journal and 
the Veterinary Record, whilst I also showed it (to- 
gether with its improved form, worked by electrical 
power), at a meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
during the winter session of 1913, and in August, 1915, 
at the meeting of the Anesthetics Section of the 
International Medical Congress, held at South Ken- 
sington. It does equally well for chloroform, ether, 
or A.C.E. mixture, and, as you will see, is simple in 
construction, depending entirely on a small inexpen- 
sive motor to which a fan is attached. The air is 
driven over the surface and the vapour of the mixture 
is passed on to the mask on the patient’s nose. 

I would be very glad if those of you who are 
anesthetists in some of the large hospitals would give 
me the opportunity of demonstrating this little 
apparatus to you in actual practice, as T think that it 
has some merits which will appeal to you both in 
regard to its safety of application as well as its general 
convenience. It is very portable and compact, 
fitting into this small box and not being any heavier 
than an ordinary microscope. * The principal points 
I emphasise with it are, that an exact and known 
concentration of air and chloroform can be obtained 
and administered with unfailing accuracy. 

Chloroform is also used for birds, particularly for 
the operation of caponing, and the illustrations show 
you a veterinary surgeon in South Africa administering 
chloroform to an ostrich. 

ANTIDOTAL TREATMENT. Although perhaps hardly 
coming under the exact heading of the title of my 
paper, I should like just to say a few words on the 
antidotal treatment in cases where respiration has 
ceased as a consequence of the over-administration 
of the anesthetic, because I believe that we veterin- 
arians use almost universally as an antidote an agent 
which we assert is of great value and which I think 
is deserving of consideration for human patients. 
I refer to the antidotal value of Scheele’s hydrocyanic 
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acid. This, the veterinary anesthetist keeps at 
hand and, immediately upon the cessation of respira- 
tion, or its threatened failure, artificial respiration is 
applied, together with a full medicinal dose of Scheele’s 
hydrocyanic acid. either on the back of the tongue or 
hypodermically. The idea was suggested to me, in 
the first instance, by observing the increased respira- 
tions shown by a dog when poisoned by prussic acid, 
and it struck me that if I could work out the full 
medicinal dose of this, consistent with safety, I might 
be able to get the respiratory centre stimulated to 
action for a different length of time to enable the 
lungs to inspire fresh air and thus get rid of the over- 
dose of chloroform. There is no quicker stimulant 
to the respiratory centre than this drug, and if once 
the breathing can be stimulated to start afresh it can 
be usually maintained by artificial effort. In the 
horse I advise the administration of from } to 1 drachm 
hypodermically, in the dog from 1 to 5 minims on the 
tongue, and in the cat | or 2 minims, also on the tongue. 
I reported some observations on this point in The 
Lancet for January Ist, 1898, and in the Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, volume I1., 
page 101, and they have been confirmed by numerous 
veterinary writers, including Mr. L. 8. Backus, of the 
New York State Veterinary College Physiological 
Laboratory. 

The performance of artificial respiration in the horse 
is somewhat of a task, as one can imagine, for the ribs 
will stand a good deal of pressure, and we sometimes 
find it of advantage to assist a man to stand upon them 
and jump up and down. In the dog and cat the best 
method is to compress the ribs by a series of short, 
sharp movements of the hands and fingers. In all 
animals it is better to have the patient with the left 
side uppermost, as in this position the heart has the 
least pressure on it and is nearest to the stimulating 
effect of the fingers. 

Of the other antidotes which may be used, we speak 
particularly wel! of liquor ammon. fort. and nitrite 
of amyl, but strychnine, on account of the extraordin- 
ary idiosyncrasy of dogs and cats towards this drug, 
is an agent which we have almost entirely ceased to 
use. 

LocaL AN ASTHETICS. 


The use of local anesthetics for veterinary operations 
has increased very much of late years, and we have 
now such an excellent selection to choose from that 
the veterinary operator has no excuse for not doing an 
operation painlessly. The chief point to consider 
with the smaller animals is the relative toxicity of the 
(rug employed, and it is here that the qualified 
veterinarian is able to show his superiority to the 
unskilled empiric ; for his College training has at all 
events taught him the maximum doses which he may 
employ with safety. The local anesthetic effect of 
some of these drugs is wonderful, if only they are 
applied properly. The secrets of careful application 


being to know one’s anatomy sufficiently well to get 
the anesthetic put into the proper place, and secondly, 
to allow sufficient time to elapse before commencing 
For example, it is possible to remove 


the operation. 
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a couple of inches of the median or tibial nerve from 
the leg of the horse, with the animal in the standing 
position, without manifestation of pain or even of 
sensation, unrestrained in no other way than by a 
man merely patting the neck and holding the head 
collar, and each of these nerves I have mentioned is 
half as thick as an ordinary man’s little finger. 

Of the well-tried anzesthetics, we have for selection 
cocaine, eucaine, novocaine, stovaine, procaine, holo- 
caine, urea and quinine, eudrenin, codrenin, ether 
spray, ethyl chloride and numerous others, and we 
have, as adjuncts, such agents as adrenalin, supra- 
nenalin, renastyptin and other products. 

It is necessary to be aware of the idiosyncrasy 
to toxicity of the various animals, but, if one knows 
that of cocaine, one can work with absolute safety 
with all the others, as they have much less poisonous 
properties. Having heard of, and also personally 
experienced, several mishaps from the use of cocaine 
as a local anesthetic in dogs, and not being able to 
get much satisfactory information from the literature 
on the subject, | made an original research in 1894 
and 1895, with a view to obtaining certain data of 
clinical interest and practical value in regard to the 
amount that could be used with safety. My summaries, 
which were published at the time in the Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics (1895, Vol. 
8, page 20; vol. 10, page 80), were as follows : 

‘ The operator should never allow a maximum dose 
of more than 10 grains to be absorbed at one time in a 
large animal of the size of a horse or an ox. Not that 
this amount will cause poisoning, but when exceeded 
to any extent it caused a hyperesthesia and excite- 
ment which made the animal twitch and interfered 
very materially with the performance of any delicate 
operation. I have given, for the purpose of observation, 
as much as a drachm hypodermically to a horse without 
causing death, but with this large amount the animal 
became absolutely frantic, and a typical illustration 
of what happens on the racecourse when a racehorse 
has been overdoped by this drug as a stimulant to its 
running powers.” 

For the cat or the small dog I now put the maximum 
at \ grain: for the dog the size of a terrier, one grain, 
and of the size of a great dane or a mastiff it is not 
wise to exceed 2 grains. An overdose produces 
hypersensitiveness to sound, the animal becoming 
excited and restless, the limbs twitching, eyeballs 
rolling, respiration laboured, frothy saliva appearing 
around the lips, and eventually, if a toxic dose has 
been administered, death occurs from heart failure 
after several violent convulsions. 

INTRASPINAL ANASTHESIA.. I have attempted 
intraspinal anesthesia, both in the horse and the dog, 
but I must confess that it is not one which I personally 
shall ever adopt, nor has it become popular either in 
this country or on the Continent. The difficulty of 
getting the needle into the spinal column is accentuated 
in animals and much more difficult than in man, and 
beyond showing you on the epidiascope certain figures 
which I have obtained through the kindness of Mons. 
Mennarat, who presented a paper on this subject in 
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February, 1914, before the Société Centrale de Méde- 
cine Vétérinaire, I do not intend to enlarge upon this 
method this evening. 

I have endeavoured only to introduce the main 
points of the subject of anzsthetics for animals which 
are likely to be of interest to you in order to compare 
the analogies and differences which lie between the 
administration of these drugs to animals and to man. 
It is a subject to which the words of the great Cecil 
Rhodes, “So much to do, so much undone,” are 
especially applicable so long as we get unfortunate 
incidents happening whereby the anesthetist, veterin- 
ary as well as human, gets forcibly brought home to 
him that (however clever he may be) he must never 
get a swollen head and must always be on the alert 
for the earliest indications of symptoms of danger. 


Milk Fever. 
By W. M. Scorr, F.R.C.V.S., Bridgwater. 


‘To the student of comparative pathology Professors 
Dryerre’s and Greig’s informative and interesting 
exposition is a welcome addition to our all too scanty 
literature on the ztiology of milk fever, and, as one 
who has taken a great interest in the subject, 
may I be allowed to make a few observations. The 
empirically applied, but highly successful treatment 
of Schmidt, instead of stimulating us to increased 
effort to advance our knowledge, appears to have 
lulled us into a self-satisfied complacency. Para- 
doxical, therefore, as it may seem, milk fever is both 
a credit and a disgrace to us as a profession. 

To remove the latter stigma it appears to me team 
work is required, for the subject matter is no easy one, 
and it must be approached from various angles. I 
would therefore suggest pooling the brains of a 
physiologist, a pathologist, a bio-chemist, and one or 
more clinicians with, perhaps, a statistician. 

We must look upon milk fever (so called) as an 
environmental disease- the fruits of an ever-increasing 
desire on the part of man to obtain from the cow 
more and still more milk, and, not satisfied with giving 
foods to stimulate the lactiferous system, he mates 
the highest milking strains and even does not ignore 
in breeding to obtain his objective. No one cow was 
ever intended to give a 1,000 gallons or more milk per 
year, and I heard of a case the other day where an 
animal gave four tons of milk in four and a half years- 
over 9,000 gallons. The wonder is that nature does 
not rebel more often than she does. 

Like the authors, I am convinced the B. botulinus 
toxin put forward by Mr. Pugh cannot be included as 
the causa causans of milk fever, although I think in the 
end phase of some cases running a fatal course, it may 
prove a culminating factor. A leading pathologist 
once informed me he looked upon this toxin as being 
nearly as fatal as the tetanus toxin. We must look 
upon milk fever* as a functional derangement, pure 


*For the sake of clarity I think we should divide milk 
fever into true v. pseudo; the former condition where the 
classical symptoms are noted soon after calving, the latter 
including parturient eclampsia, parturient alysis, 
parturient dyspepsia and perhaps anti-partum milk fever. 
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and simple, and T think clinical evidence justifies this 
observation. An animal may to all appearances be 
dead to the world so to speak and yet in a few hours 
after treatment she looks in perfect health, ruminating, 
ete. I incline to the view of the authors that the 
hormones are in some reflex manner involved in the 
production of the phenomena noted, but my ideas have 
been centred on the suprarenal and pituitary bodies 
rather than on the thyroid and para-thyroid, and my 
reason for thinking so. rightly or wrongly is that the 
clinical data are linked up in some way with the 
blood pressure mechanism. These conclusions were 
arrived at as the results of some experiments I carried 
out in the early summer of 1914 which I shall give later. 
In the meantime, let us briefly look into this point. 
The most susceptible subjects are the full blooded, 
plethoric heavy milking cows which have reached an 
age when the high water mark of milk production has 
been reached—.e., from the third calving onward. 
As soon as the foetus has been delivered the uterus 
begins to recoil upon itself and expresses the blood 
supply. Naturally a large portion of this plethora 
of blood goes to the milk production system. The 
cow is milked out clean and this act activates the 
mamma physiologically. Now, in from twelve to 
sixty hours after parturition there comes into being a 
something which thwarts the milk flow. Secretion is 
checked, the hocks begin to straighten, tonic spasms of 
the muscles become evident and the animal gradually 
develops the classical symptoms of milk fever. Pre- 
sumably muscular contraction raises the internal 
blood pressure, in which the brain does not escape, hence 
the symptoms of cerebral congestion—7.e., a wild 
expression of the eye and a general excitability. 


If the circulatory disturbance due to parturition was 
capable in itself of producing milk fever we would 
expect to see it more often in primipare, but, this not 
being so, there must be another factor or factors. Where 
a morbid condition exists at or about the time of 
parturition, such as a difficult calving or evena retained 
placenta, the risk of milk fever is reduced and the only 
interpretation one may place on this, is, these abnormal 
phases retard the normal milk flow. — If this is so then 
uninterrupted hyperlactic secretion and the danger of 
mik fever go hand in hand. Iteis a recognised fact 
that the more one milks a cow the more milk she will 
give and, per contra, the less she is milked the smaller 
the milk production. Further, as a prophylactic 
against milk fever some owners do not milk their cows 
for several hours after calving. Do not all these facts 
point to excessive secretion going on in the mammary 
gland as the root cause of this condition? In other 
words, excessive physiological production may and 
does culminate in a pathological complex. 


I venture to suggest this hypothesis is not mere 
theorising. Let me give an illustration. In man if the 
secretion of gastric juice becomes hyperactive with an 
excess of hydrochloric acid, acute duodenal pain 
follows, after the food following a meal has become 
digested, and further, if the condition is not checked, 
it may end in duodenal ulcer. We know all the clinical 
component parts of the gastric juice, but I have yet to 
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learn that we are fully conversant with all the bio- 
chemical elements of the first milk and it is just possible 
there may be an over-produced body in the milk which 
is capable of evolving a vicious circle, to wit, milk 
fever. This brings me to the point of considering the 
therapeusis of insufflation. I think one may reasonably 
claim its function to be mechanical, purely and 
simply. The internal pressure on the glands checks 
the functioning of the cells. It also forces the blood 
supply out of the udder and with it the toxic elements. 
These two must find their way into the blood stream. 

These points may have a bearing on clinical signs 
for I have often noticed, when inflating the udder, 
an aggravation of the symptoms, 7.e., if the animal is 
in a coma the comatosed condition is increased pro 
fem., after which signs of consciousness return. I 
have also seen a few cases die shortly after inflation 
from cerebral apoplexy. These I attribute to a 
sudden increased rise of blood pressure brought about 
by inflation. I am of opinion that a metabolic toxin 
is elaborated in the mamma which accumulates and 
arrests the normal functioning of the gland cells, and 
the udder consequently becomes flabby, absorption 
into the blood and lymph stream takes place, and 
through these the toxic elements act upon the en- 
docrene glands which, in turn, act on the vaso motor 
system raising the blood pressure and end sometimes—- 
due to deferred treatment-—in cerebral hemorrhage. 
As already stated I carried out a number of experi- 
ments. These consisted of drinking milk from cows in 
advanced coma and taking the blood pressure before 
and after by the sphygmometer. 

In the first place I drank a pint of milk myself which 
gave me a most horrible feeling of mal-de-mer. My 
skin seemed to shrink, beads of perspiration stood out 
on my forehead, and I had a cold, clammy, numbed 
feeling. I was unable to take a full deep breath and 
there was manifest restlessness with an element of 
apprehension. I felt like walking on soft elastic 
ground. Pronounced palpitation was also noted. 
After a dose of neat brandy the feeling passed off. 
I do not think auto-suggestion produced all these 
phenomena, although, to be quite candid, there may 
have been a possible element of this. At intervals 
after this experiment I secured six people who were 
willing to drink the milk, although I may say I had 
some difficulty in doing this until I assured them that 
I had done it myself. The following table gives the 
blood pressure readings - 


SPHYGMOMETER READINGS. 


Name Initials. Age. Pre-Test. Post-Test. 
W. D. 43 140 m. 175 m. 
W. B. 33 120 m. 125 m. 
©. 29 124 m. 137 m. 
H. G. 30 125 m. 147 m. 
E. B. 46 160 m. 176 m. 
J. 25 132 m 141 m. 


The milk drunk varied from fifteen to twenty 
ounces and was the last strippings from cows in the 
advanced stages of milk fever. 

In the case of “ W. D.” the clinical reaction was very 
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He became deadly pale—ashen grey—-perspired pro- 
fusely, felt giddy and staggered. He informed me 
afterwards he had just recovered from a bad attack of 
influenza -his courage was greater than his physical 
strength ! ! 

“'W. B.” was a strong vigorous farmer, and he felt 
no discomfort. 

“J. CO. “felt a bit queer.” 

“H. G.” “ felt creepy.” 

“E. B.” “ felt thumping in his heart.” 

“J. 8." felt no ill effect. He was a very vigorous 
type of man. 

The conclusions [ formed as the results of these 
tests were :— 

1. The milk raised the blood pressure. 

2. A very robust constitution appeared to be 
resistent, so far as feeling and clinical data went. 

3. debilitated constitution gave a decided 
temporary reaction. 

4. I do not think the consumption of normal 
milk would raise the blood pressure to the extent that 
these abnormal samples did, although one must allow 
for the fact that blood pressure does rise after a meal. 

In putting forward those views I quite realise that 
my deductions may be all wrong and my outlook on 
the subject empirical, but bottling ones ideas will 
never lead to professional progress. This is my only 
plea for penning these notes. 

The profession, however, owes Mr. Pugh and 
Professors Dryerre and Greig a debt of gratitude 
for initiating this all-important discussion, and | 
hope others will be encouraged to carry it on and 
record their views. We are all in the same boat of 
speculation, sailing without a compass on uncharted 
seas, so that one is just as likely to steer to port as 
another. 


Alleged Breach of Warranty. 


GREAT DANE AND FOoOLLIcuLaR MANGE. 


In the Nisi Prius Court, before Mr. Justice Salter and a 
special jury, damages for alleged breach of warranty in 
regard to a Great Dane bitch were claimed by Mrs. Hilda 
Cowan, of Hyde Mill, Stow-on-the-Wold, against Mrs. 
Gladys Huntington, of Wellesbourne House, Warwick. 
Mr. Kenneth Preedy (instructed by Mr. H. Challen Sharp, 
of Moreton-in-Marsh) appeared for the plaintiff, and Sir 
Henry Maddocks, K.C., and Mr. Willes (instructed by 
Pinsent and Co.) for the defendant. 

Mr. Preedy said Mrs. Cowan had been a breeder of 
Great Danes for 20 years, and had established a high 
reputation, having bred many champions. Mrs. Hunting- 
ton was also a well-known breeder. In November, Mrs. 
Cowan went to Mrs. Huntington’s kennels after corres- 
pondence had taken place, and a bitch named “ Wendy ” 
was handed to her by Mrs. Huntington’s kennel-man, 
Mrs. Huntington being away at the time. The following 
morning she made a thorough examination of the dog and 
found it suffering from skin trouble. Other puppies be- 
came infected, and a veterinary surgeon who was called in 
found that Wendy had follicular mange, which was worse 
than the ordinary form of mange, and an extremely difficult 
disease tocure. Wendy and other puppies were eventually 
destroyed. The special and general damages amounted to 
£486, and counsel said Mrs. Cowan had suffered further 


acute, in fact, I was somewhat anxious about him. | loss in consequence of recent outbreaks of the trouble. 
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The plaintiff stated that on November 12, 1923, she 
motored to Mrs. Huntington’s kennels, and Wendy was 
handed to her by the kennel man. On the way to Stow- 
on-the-Wold she detected the smell of dressings, and on the 
following morning she examined the dog, but apparently 
there was nothing seriously wrong with it. Witness 
concluded the rash found was that which usually followed 
distemper. In December two puppies showed signs of 
trouble, and Wendy was examined by the veterinary 
surgeon. The animals were placed in dressings, but nothing 
serious was suspected. The dogs became worse in January, 
and one of the puppies died. 

Later Wendy and the other puppy were microscopically 
examined. The parasite of follicular mange was found, 
and the puppy was shot. In April, Mrs. Cowan met Mrs. 
Huntington at the Great Dane Club’s show at the White 
City, and told her Wendy had follicular mange and had 
passed it on to the younger dogs at the kennels. She also 
told Mrs. Huntington that Wendy came to her with the 
infection. In a subsequent letter to Mrs. Huntington 
witness said Wendy had been a costly addition to her 
kennels. The dog had to be destroyed. Altogether, 
about nine puppies had been infected with follicular mange. 

Questioned with regard to the particulars of damage, 
Mrs. Cowan said the costs of the veterinary surgeon to the 
date of the writ were estimated at £50. The loss of two 
puppies was placed at £60. Damage was still continuing, 
and there was an outbreak a week ago. 

Mr. Preedy: What has been the effect on your kennels 
of this outbreak of disease ?—It has prevented me from sell- 
ing any puppies for over a year, and | shall not be able to sell 
for many months tocome. Witness added she was unable to 
exhibit at shows, and that was disastrous. In the ordinary 
course of breeding she would have made a profit of at 
least £100 last year. 

Replying to Sir Henry Maddocks, Mrs. Cowan said the 
veterinary surgeon had attributed the outbreak to Wendy. 

Sir Henry said his suggestion was that Mrs. Cowan’s 
litters passed on the disease to Wendy. He referred to 
certain advertisements by the plaintiff in February, 1923, 
and Mrs. Cowan said at that time she did not think she 
had an infected animal in her kennels. At the Kennel 
Club’s show before the war her prize-money amounted to 
£63. 

Captain Maguire, veterinary surgeon, gave evidence of 
examining Wendy and the puppies, and said his opinion 
was that follicular mange came to Mrs. Cowan’s kennels by 
the introduction of Wendy. 

Sir Henry Maddocks, for the defence, said Mrs. Hunting- 
ton was not a breeder for selling purposes. Wendy, who 
had been bred by her, had become what was called cow- 
hocked, and was no use for show purposes ; and defendant 
agreed to let plaintiff have the bitch on what was known as 
breeding terms, under which defendant would have the 
pick of some of the litters. If Wendy had the mange 
before being sent to plaintiff’: kennels, defendant must have 
known of it. Defendant had not shown Wendy in a show, 
and no outside dogs had been in contact with defendant’s 
kennels. Before leaving the kennel Wendy had been living 
with a Labrador bitch for three weeks. The Labrador 
bitch never had the disease, nor had any other dog or bitch 
or puppy on the defendant’s premises suffered from it. 
The disease had never been in her kennels at all, neither 
before Wendy left nor since, and counsel asked whether 
anyone could think for a moment that Wendy went away 
with it. The only dressing Wendy had ever had on was a 
dressing to promote the growth of the hair on the elbows. 
As to how Wendy got the disease, counsel suggested the 
puppies at plaintiffs kennels got the disease from some other 
source, and Wendy, who was playing about with them, 
caught it from them. Plaintiff, he added, was a breeder 
for selling purposes, and had a stud dog. Bitches were 
brought on to her premises whose history were unknown, 
and there was a foster-mother on the premises a month 
before Wendy was there. 

Evidence was called in support of counsel’s statement, 
including that of Major F. T. Hobday, who expressed the 


opinion that it was not at all improbable that Wendy got 
the disease from the puppies at plaintiff's kennels. 

William Lawrence, defendant’s kennel-man, said Wendy 
had not had any form of skin disease before leaving the 
kennels and there had not been any disease at the kennels. 

His Lordship, in summing up, said there was nothiny 
disereditable in the case to either of the parties, who had 
given full information so far as they could to the jury. 
He regretted the ladies could not have settled the matter 
between themselves, but it was easy to understand why 
no compromise had been possible, seeing that each lady 
thought the disease had been contracted at the kennels of 
the other. There was no doubt the bitch Wendy and one 
puppy died from follicular mange. He thought it safe to 
assume that Wendy must have contracted the disease from 
some other dog. The jury would have to consider whether 
it was proved that Wendy had mange when she was ad- 
mitted to plaintiff's kennels, and whether Mrs. Cowan’s 
carelessness increased the damage on the introduction of 
mange to her kennels. He thought it unfortunate that 
Mrs. Cowan did not communicate more promptly, fre- 
quently and definitely than she did with Mrs. Huntington. 

After a long absence from the Court, the jury returned 
and said they could not agree. 

His Lordship: I am going to ask you to have another 
try. It will be a cruel hardship on the parties if you fail 
toagree. It will be a deplorable thing if you cannot agree 
when you think that so much money has been spent by 
both parties, and that it will have to be spent all over 
again in the hope that another jury will succeed where 
you have failed. 

Later the jury returned and asked his Lordship to read 
the notes of the evidence of one of the veterinary surgeons. 

After an absence of more than two hours, the jury in- 
timated they had failed to agree. 

Mr. Preedy said he was not prepared to accept the 
verdict of the majority. 

His Lordship: Iam very sorry you have failed to agree. 
You have done your best,I am sure. It is a great pity 
after a long trial that you are not able to agree. You 
must be discharged. 

His Lordship expressed the hope that some agreement 
between the parties might be reached to obviate a second 
trial, and with that end in view he held a private con- 
sultation with counsel. 

Mr. Preedy said as a result of his Lordship’s kindness 
and help an arrangement had been come to. He did not 
think it necessary to state the details, but he was instructed 
to say, in view of the disagreement of the jury, it could not 
be alleged that Wendy had mange when it left defendant’s 
kennels. Mrs. Huntington would make a_ voluntary 
contribution partly to compensate the loss Mrs. Cowan had 
sustained. 

Mr. Willes concurred. 

His Lordshop said he was very-glad further litigation 
had been avoided. Both ladies had behaved wisely and 
well in very difficult circumstances. 

[This raises again the vexed question as tothe contagious 
nature of follicular mange. We invite expressions of 
opinion on the subject.— Ed.}. 


Note on THE Usr oF DIMOL IN VETERINARY PRACTICE. 


By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. 


This new internal disinfectant is a benzene derivative— 
dimethylomethoxyphenol, in combination with the tri- 
and tetramethylophenols. It is a powerful bactericide, 
35 times more efficient than pure phenol ; it destroys the 
causal organisms of infection and putrefaction, and can be 
administered with perfect safety four or five times a day 
without any harmful effect on mucous membranes or toxic 
influence on the blood. It is not absorbed, being passed 
by the feces after its work is done. 
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It is indicated in the treatment of all bacterial intoxi- 
cations of the gastro-intestinal tract, and in the form of a 
— is a splendid remedy for the sapremias so often 

ollowing difficult parturition, or in puerperal septicemia of 

ewes in the lambing season. In local idbelians of the skin 
and in catarrhal affections of the nose and pharynx, 
suitable powders prepared with the drug can be applied or 
insufflated with striking results, and in epidemics the 
preventive value of so powerful an antiseptic must appeal 
to every harassed practitioner. 


Great success has attended the use of Dimol in distemper, 


gastritis, enteritis and indigestion; and the offensive | 


gaseous emanations and diarrhoea so usually associated 
with these conditions are promptly and thoroughly checked 
by 48 hours’ treatment with the drug, the comparison of 
its absolute non-toxicity with the older coal tar derivatives 
(to which cats are peculiarly susceptible) being very re- 
markable. All diarrhceas are quickly and satisfactorily 
dealt with by the use of this preparation, and the white 
scour of cattle and intestinal fluxes of horses and sheep 
readily yield to its high bactericidal powers. In birds, too, 
suffering from diseases of bacterial origin involving the 
crop, proventriculus, gizzard or intestine, small regular 
doses of solution of Dimol act likeacharm. It is invaluable 
in cholera, typhoid (Klein’s enteritis) and other intestinal 
infections or autointoxications. 


Locally, as an ointment or dusting powder, it will correct 
the unpleasant odour of infected ulcerations of the mouth 
and gums; and it destroys ringworms and pruritic affec- 
tions of the skin in all species with certainty. In chronic or 
habitual constipation not due to any obstructive changes 
in the bowel or anus it acts not only as a bactericide or 
disinfectant but also as a laxative. Many cases of neuritis, 
especially of spinal origin, and rheumatism are benefited 
by its internal use. In the form of a dusting powder it 
has marked effect on surface diseases of the ear, skin, or 
mucous membrane associated with a raw surface and 
discharge, as in otorrhcea, moist eczema, purulent follicular 
scabies, and abrasions of the skin generally. For the same 
purpose it acts as an excellent dry dusting for superficial 
wounds and, when injected as a paste, for deep, punctured 
or sinuous wounds, fistula and bites of obnoxious animals. 


In point of fact,the high bactericidal potency of the 
preparation, and its non-toxicity, once appreciated, 
make present treatment of the long list of bacterial in- 
fections a much simplified matter, and it is only necessary 
to conclude this brief appreciation by a few suggestions 
as to the best methods of administration, per os and locally. 


Dimol may be administered as a bolus, in pills, tablets, 
electuary, powder, drench, pessary, cream, ointment or 
dusting powder. 

For the Horse and Ox, 2 to 8 drachms of the powder in 
half a pint of gruel or other suspending material are given 
as a drench ; or the powder may be given as a ball or in a 
capsule, two or three times daily. It may also be dissolved 
in a quantity of water and used as a rectal injectidn or 
lavage. As an electuary it may be mixed with treacle or 
honey. 

For Foals and Calves the dose is 15 to 30 grains, in warm 
milk, treacle or honey. 

For Dogs, Cats and Rabbits it is best given in tablet or 
pill form, from 1} to 10 grains, according to age, size or 
weight. 

For Poultry— Fowls, Turkeys, Geese, Ducks and Game- 
birds—it may be given in pill form or mixed with food in 
doses varying from | to 10 grains, twice daily. 

For Pigeons it is best given in pill form, in | to 3 grain 
doses twice daily. 

For Cage-birds it may be given in the form of a syrup, 
which may be forced down the throat or mixed with the 
drinking water, or in some cases, with the food. The dose 
varies from two or more drops according to the size of the 
bird or the administration. In the drinking water the 
dose would be very much larger. Parrots will take a 
teaspoonful or even more, two or three times a day. 
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THE ANNUAL FEE. 


When the Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) Amend- 
ment Act, 1920, became law, it was provided that 
every veterinarian practising in this country should 
contribute one guinea upon the first of April every 
year to the funds of the Royal College. It was 
necessary that this money should be obtained if the 
Royal College were to be saved from eventual bank- 
ruptcy. The reasons were fully explained to all 
members of the profession before the introduction 
of the Bill, and there was much comment not only in 
our own professional papers, but also elsewhere 
during its long progress through Parliament. It may 
be as well, perhaps, and possibly even necessary, to 
remind our readers that this fee is not a tax on prac- 
titioners merely to provide money for the Council to 
spend. It is really a vital necessity if the Royal 
College is to be able to function at all. If all our 
readers would take an active interest in the finances 
of their governing body and study the financial 
statements issued by the Treasurer, they would see 
that the satisfactory conduct of the examinations 
(the holding of which is a kind of statutory obligation) 
must always be a matter of serious concern to those 
responsible because, though the necessary expenditure 
has been cut down to a minimum, the receipts from 
fees are uncertain in amount, and are not sufficient 
to provide any surplus. In fact, in some recent years, 
and at some centres, the examinations have resulted 
in a loss. Formerly the loss was so great before the 
passing of the 1920 Act that the invested funds of 
the Royal College had to be realised at great loss in 
order to meet the deficit which had been covered by 
overdrafts on the bank. The Annual Fee, which was 
instituted to enable the Royal College to carry on its 
good work in providing a standard examination for 
membership, is abundantly justified, and we cannot 
conceive of any professional man who has any respect 
for his profession wishing to shirk this small obligation. 
The very unpleasant fact remains, however, that such 
men exist, and by their refusal to support the corporate 
body, bring a certain amount of obloquy upon the 
profession as a whole. 

Unfortunately, the spirit of contrariness is engrafted 
in the natures of some men. In their desire to go 


their own way and live their own lives, they become 
| nonentities or merely obstacles to progress. In such 
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a small profession, numbering only some 3,500, it 
ought to be possible to get some better understanding 
and break down this contrary feeling amongst the 
members. It ought indeed to be possible, with the 
good will of all, to have our profession highly organised 
and highly efficient. This is work which this Associa- 
tion has in hand now, and there is evidence on all 
sides that great progress has been made and is being 
made. But even amongst some men who are other- 
wise well-disposed there is the disinclination to pay 
the guinea to the Royal College. It is not a large 
sum—little more than 4}$d. a week- and yet men 
declare that they cannot afford to pay !~-men who 
spend openly many times this sum on gratifying their 
own personal desires, and who would not deny them- 
selves tobacco and other luxuries. It is a great 
reflection on the kind of men we have amongst us, 
that the Royal College should be compelled to sue for 
fees in arrear in the County Courts. for no action is 
ever taken by the Council in genuine cases of distress. 
It is not to be wondered that the public find it hard 
to believe that we really are members of a learned 
profession, and a corporate body, when it has such 
evidence before it of members without any sense of 
professional rectitude. 

There are others who do not pay, and we firmly 
believe that they are not all unwilling, but are as yet 
uncertain of their position and the exact jurisdiction 
of the Royal College. We refer to the members 
resident in Ireland. We have previously referred to 
Ireland and to the warm sympathy there is between 
members in the two countries. We believe that our 
Irish members have no wish to desert us or to evade 
obligations which were imposed upon them equally, 
as members of the Royal College, as upon all other 
members in Britain. If no attempt is made at present 
to collect the fee in Ireland, the debt to the Royal 
College is none the less real, the obligation is just as 
definite, and we look to the honour of our members 
in Ireland to do, as an act of grace, what they would be 
compelled to do if they lived over the water. We 
appeal to them not to stand aloof, refusing that one 
contribution which is due from the common brother- 
hood of the profession. 

In conclusion, we remind all our members that the 
fee is allowed as a statutory deduction from income 
tax assessment and should be claimed as such when 
making the declaration for assessment, or when 
claiming repayment of tax overpaid. 


At a recent meeting of Manchester horsedealers a protest 
was made against the “arbitrary methods of R.S.P.C.A. 
officials in connection with the seizure of horses in cases of 
alleged cruelty.” The meeting passed the following 
resolution : 

“‘ That in the opinion of this meeting it is desirable that, 
in every case where it was possible for a horse to be con- 
veyed to the court, it should be viewed by the magistrates.”’ 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A quarterly meeting of Council of the Association 
was held at LO Red Lion Square, W.C., on Wednesday, 
April Ist, 1925. 

In the absence of the President (Mr. A. Gofton) 
through illness, Mr. H. J. Dawes occupied the chair, 
and there were also present Messrs. Bradley, Bryden, 
Buxton, Cabot, Carter, Dunkin, Gaiger, Gunning, 
Hill, Hobday, Kirk, Macdonald, Male, Masson, 
McKinna, McIntosh, Rees, Roberts, Simpson, Wood, 
Wooldridge, Wynne and Young, together with the 
General Secretary. 

At the outset a letter was read from the President 
stating that, acting on strict instructions from his 
medical attendant in consequence of ear trouble, 
he was reluctantly compelled to absent himself from 
the meetings, which he trusted would pass off satis- 
factorily. The Secretary was instructed to write 
to the President expressing the regret of the Council 
at his absence and particularly at the cause, and 
wishing him a speedy recovery. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and signed. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Apologies :-From Messrs. Begg, Brittlebank, 
Brooke, Cartwright, Catmur, Coleman, DeVine, 
Gofton, Gooch, Hogben, Howard, Inglis, Johnston, 
Lloyd, MacAlister, Nelder, Petrie, Pillers, Rider, 
Shipley, Whitehouse, A. E. Willett and J. Willett. 

From the Acting Secretary of the International 
Dairy Congress 1926, inviting the Association to 
nominate two members to the General Committee to 
be appointed to arrange the lines upon which the 
Congress should be organised. 

Dr. Brav.ey informed the Council that the 
proposal to hold the Congress had been abandoned. 

From Mr. H. M. Gilmour, Hon. Secretary of the 
Ipswich Clinical Society, embodying a resolution 
passed at a meeting of the Society (attended by thirty- 
three medical and veterinary practitioners) on March 
llth, following an address by Major Hobday entitled 
“The Value of Medical and Veterinary Collaboration 
considered from a Clinical Aspect”: “ That this 
meeting urges upon the Government the desirability 
ef the reinstatement of the Tuberculosis of -Animals’ 
Order, 1914, as a means of combating tuberculosis 
in man.” 

From Mr. W. 8. Petrie, Secretary of the Veterinary 
Inspectors’ Association of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
stating that the Executive Committee of his Associa- 
tion had considered the proposal of Major Church, 
Secretary of the National Union of Scientific Workers, 
to set up a Whitley Council for the purpose of dealing 
with the claims of technical civil servants, and that 
this Committee could not advise its support until such 
a proposal took a more concrete form or until more was 
known of the intentions and powers of such a body. 

It was decided to take no action in the matter. 
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From the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
inviting the Association to appoint delegates to the 
Annual Congress of the Institute to be held at 
Edinburgh in July. 

Exception was taken to the appointment of a 
medical man to the position of President of the 
Veterinary Section, but the Council held that it would 
be a mistake to boycott the Congress on that account, 
and the President was appointed as delegate. 

From Major Hobday, forwarding a letter from the 
London Economic League containing the information 
that a meeting was being held on Tuesday, March 24th, 
to put before the various Associations the necessity 
for the work that is being carried out by the League. 

The Secretary pointed out that this League was 
more or less a political body formed with the object 
of fighting Socialism, and that he had taken it upon 
himself to reply that the Association could not appoint 
representatives. The meeting approved. 

From the Librarian of the R.C.V.S. conveying 
the thanks of the R.C.V.S. Council for The Veterinary 
Record, and one or two books presented to the library. 

From Mrs. Stableforth requesting the Secretary 
to convey to members her appreciation of their 
sympathy and sincere condolence in her recent 
bereavement. 

From Mr. J. H. Wynne, Secretary of the North 
Wales Division, enclosing a communication from the 
Secretary to the Education Committee of the Council 
of Agriculture for Wales in which the views of the 
Division were requested concerning a_ resolution 
forwarded by the Council of the University of Wales, 
which had been received by that body from the 
Denbighshire County Council, expressing the opinion 
that the time had arrived when the University of 
Wales should give consideration to the importance 
of providing facilities in the Principality for the fuller 
training of students in veterinary medicine. Mr. 
Wynne desired to put before his Division at its next 
meeting the views of the Council on the matter. 

Mr. WywnE said that the number of men from 
Wales who had entered the profession from five years 
prior to the outbreak of war showed that not only was 
there no need for the provision of the facilities 
demanded, but that the suggestion was impracticable. 

It was agreed to send the following resolution to the 
North Wales Division, in response to their Secretary's 
letter: “‘ That, in the opinion of this Council, such a 
step as has been proposed is neither desirable nor 
practicable.” 

Mr. H. L. Roperts: I rise on a point of order, 
inasmuch as [ notice that in the case of every letter 
but one received by this Council an instruction has 
been given that some reply should be sent to the 
writer of the letter-—the exception is the letter 
received from Mr. Gilmour. It seems to me a matter 
of grave discourtesy that we, as the parent body, 
should not acknowledge this letter and express 
approval—or otherwise-—of the resolution it contains. 
That resolution was passed by a joint body of medical 
and veterinary men at Ipswich--an occasion which was 
an important innovation—and upon which Major 
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Hobday presented a communication on collaboration, 
which was followed by the passing of a resolution on 
the Tuberculosis Order. I consider that I should 
be failing in my duty as a member of the Eastern 
Counties’ Division if this Council allowed this 
letter to lie on the table without any expression 
of opinion that it should be even acknowledged. 
I feel that it would be a slight on the Eastern Counties 
Division, and also on my medical colleagues in the 
town of Ipswich, in which I have practised for twenty 
years, if the Council do not acknowledge Mr. Gilmour’s 
letter in terms which convey no mistake as to the 
cordial relationship which does exist between the 
medical and the veterinary professions. 

The CuairMAN: I am afraid it was an oversight, 
but the letter was acknowledged by the General 
Secretary. 

Prof. Wootpripce: [ am in deep sympathy with 
the attitude adopted by Mr. Roberts, and I would 
like some further acknowledgment to be sent to the 
Eastern Counties’ Division in connection with this. 
I propose that such acknowledgment and appreciation 
be sent in due course. 

Mr. MALE seconded, remarking that the members 
all felt so entirelv in agreement with the terms of the 
letter and the resolution that they thought it needed 
no comment. (Hear, hear.) 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 


or New MEMBERS. 


The following gentlemen, having sent in completed 
nomination forms and subscriptions, were elected 
members of the Association: Messrs. H. B. Allan, 
C. G. Allan, D. A. Cabot, A. Case, M. Clarkson, 
R. B. Crichton, F. Crowne, G. Dykes, G. Hodgkins, 
J. Hyde, W. P. Isherwood, A. D. McEwen, J. B. M. 
Nairn, J. F. Nally, R. E. L. Penhale, D. T. Reid, 
H. A. Reid, J. R. Rigby, J. Stephens, A. Sutherland, 
R. Swaby and K. D. Turner. 


Reports oF COMMITTEES. 


Sub-Committee re Insignia. In the absence of the 
President (Chairman of the Sub-Committee), the 
CHAIRMAN moved the reception of the following 
report, which was reac by the Secretary : 


The sub-committee have had before them the design 
submitted by Mr. Bevan and Captain Adrian Jones for a 
Presidential Badge and Chain of Office. 

The design was eventually approved and Mr. Bevan was 
authorised to execute the work at a cost to the Association 
of £60. 

The report was received and adopted. 

Committee to revise the Articles of Association :- 
The CHAIRMAN, who was also the Chairman of this 
Committee, moved the reception of the following 
report :—- 

The Articles of Association Committee have held five 
meetings and have, with the help of the solicitor, revised 
the old Articles of Association in detail. 

Some new articles have been added and the old articles 
altered and brought up to date and finally approved by 
the committee. 
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The Committee was empowered by the last General 
Meeting to effect the alteration of title of the Association 
so that the word * Limited” might be deleted. 

At its final meeting the Committee instructed the 
solicitor to proceed with the steps necessary for the winding 
up of the present Association and the Registration of the 
new, and these steps have now been taken. 


The report was received and adopted, and it was 
agreed that the Committee be dissolved, with the 
sincere thanks of the Council for the services rendered 
by the members. 

Parliamentary Committee: Prof. J. B. Buxton, 
Chairman of the Committee read, and moved the 
reception of, the following report :—- 


Two meetings of the Parliamentary Committee have been 
held. Professor J. B. Buxton was appointed Chairman of 
the Committee. The position of Veterinary Officers under 
the new Meat Regulations, referred to this Committee by 
the Veterinary Inspectors’ Committee, has been under 
consideration, and representations have been made to the 
Ministry of Health expressing the Association’s disapproval 
and disappointment that the Veterinary Officer is given no 
status under the present Order, not withstanding the strong 
recommendations on this point by the Departmental Com- 
mittee, and the previous application by this Association. 

At its last meeting the Committee considered the reply 
of the Ministry of Health to the letter sent by the sub- 
committee appointed for the purpose of drafting this 
further communication on this subject. The action of the 
sub-committee and the letter sent were approved. It was 
agreed to recommend to the Council that the Ministry of 
Health be requested to receive a Deputation in connection 
with the new Meat Regulations. 

The Committee agreed that an abstract of the findings 
of the Departmental Committee, together with a covering 
letter—supported by statements in the Ministry’s letter-— 
should be sent to all Local Authorities and Divisions of 
the N.V.M.A., and that the support of the Federation of 
Medical and Allied Services be sought in this matter. 

It was agreed to support the action of the R.C.V.S. in 
the action which was being taken in regard to the securing 
of a satisfactory scale of fees for veterinary witnesses in 
Courts of Law. 

The Committee decided to recommend the Council to 
approach the Council of the Royal College with a view to the 
appointment of a joint Committee on Parliamentary work, 
which should be empowered to undertake all work for both 
bodies in connection with legislation introduced into 
Parliament, the directions to the Secretary with regard to 
the securing of ** Hansard”’ and Bills te be suspended for 
the time being. 

The Ipswich Corporation Bill was considered, and 
satisfaction expressed with the terms. 

The future activities of this Committee were considered, 
and are still under consideration. 


Capt. H. Kirk: I was asked just recently to send 
a circular, which was supplied by the General Secre- 
tary, to my local Member of Parliament on the question 
of the new Meat Regulations. Yesterday I received 
a reply which was very favourable. Is it in order 


that I should read it, Sir ? 


The CuairMAN having assented, Captain Kirk read 
the following letter, which he had received from Sir 
Philip Cunliffe-Lister, President of the Board of 
Trade :—- 

Board of Trade, 
Great George Street, S.W.1, 
30th March, 1925. 

Dear Captain Kirk,—I have now made enquiries of the 
Ministry of Health about the question you raised in your 
letter of March 23rd, and I am glad to say that I find there 
is no intention whatsoever of slighting in any way the 
veterinary profession. The main reason for the omission 
of any specific mention of a veterinary surgeon in the 
Public Health (Meat) Regulations is that he is not a 
statutory officer under the Public Health Acts like the 
Medical Officer of Health and the Sanitary Inspector ; 
and, in fact, the words * or any Local Act” in the defini- 
tion of ‘Inspector’? were inserted in the Regulations 
principally in order to provide for cases in which special 
functions are conferred on veterinary inspectors by Local 
Acts. 

Yours ete., P. CUNLIFFE-LISTER. 

Capt. Kirk suggested that, seeing the interpretation 
which the Board of Trade, and also the Ministry of 
Health, put upon the regulations, it would be a good 
thing if the Association were to write to every local 
authority pointing out that interpretation. 

Prof. Buxton: In reading the report I said: 
“The Committee agreed that an abstract of the 
findings of the Departmental Committee, together 
with a covering letter--supported by statements 
in the Ministry’s letter-—should be sent to all local 
authorities and Divisions of the N.V.M.A., and that 
the support of the Federation of Medical and Allied 
Services should be sought in this matter.” 

The meeting assented to the Chairman’s suggestion 
that the reply received from the Ministry in answer 
to the Sub-Committee’s letter should be read. The 
reply was as follows : — 

Ministry of Health, 
Whitehall, S.W. 1. 
19th March, 1925. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, I am 
directed by the Minister of Health to say that he agrees that 
it is competent to a local authority to appoint a veterinary 
surgeon as an officer for the purpose of inspecting meat 
and that where such an appointment is made the veterinary 
surgeon is an “Inspector”? within the meaning of the 


“Public Health Meat Regulations. . 


The recommendations of the Departmental Committee 
with reference to the appointment of meat inspectors were 
communicated to local authorities in the Ministry’s circular 
282 of the 16th March, 1922, and it does not appear to be 
necessary to issue any further communication to local 
authorities on this matter at the present time. 

I am Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
T. W. Burton. 

The General Secretary, 

National Veterinary Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Limited, 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, W.C. 1. 
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Prof. Woo_prinGce : In view of that letter, I think 
that the Committee’s recommendation that an 
abstract of the findings of the Departmental Com- 
mittee, together with a covering letter, should be 
sent to all local authorities and Divisions, and should 
be carried out as soon as possible. 

Major Hoppay : Is not the veterinary surgeon only 
called in at the will of the Medical Officer of Health 
in towns where there is no Veterinary Officer 
appointed ? 

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, that is so. We want to have 
it as a right and that I judge, from Prof. Buxton’s 
report, is what we are pleading for. 

Mr. Mate: [ think it is an excellent idea to let 
local authorities know the exact position. 

Mr. McInrosn: I think the point raised by Major 
Hobday goes to the root of the matter. 

Major Hospay: I know that this position is felt 
very much all over the country by our men. One 
feels so much the difference between the position of 
the veterinary inspector in England and his position 
abroad. In our case the veterinary inspector who 
has power to seize meat is only found in a few towns. 
If we can hammer the point home now, it is an oppor- 
tunity that we should not allow to pass. 

Capt. Kirk: I should like to make it clear that I 
am not in any way criticising the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee—the question only arose 
in consequence of the letter which I received yesterday. 

The Secretary informed the Council of several 
appointments of veterinary surgeons by local authori- 
ties under the new Meat Regulations. 

Mr. Roperts: With reference to the second 
portion of the report of the Parliamentary Committee, 
IT may say thai up to a certain point the Ipswich 
Corporation Bill is making very good progress in the 
Houses of Parliament. It has passed the second 
reading in the House of Lords, and it is due for its 
third reading in the House of Commons, but prior to 
that it will have to go before an Examining Committee 
composed of seven members of the House of Commons. 
I have had some pleasure in instructing and educating 
people, whenever the opportunity arose, as to the 
necessity for a public abattoir, and our Borough has 
appointed its veterinary inspector with equal status 
to the Medical Officer of Health and the Sanitary 
Inspector, as defined by Section 116 of the Public 
Health Act of 1875. We have, after a long fight, 
succeeded in securing the inclusion of certain clauses 
in this omnibus Bill. The wording of these clauses is 
explicit enough. Under one of them we have an 
extension of the Section of the ‘75 Act, placing the 
veterinary inspector upon an equal footing with the 
Medical Officer of Health and the Sanitary Inspector : 
it is specifically laid down. We, as a profession, must 
use our influence with the seven individual members 
of the Examining Committee of the House of Com- 
mons within the next few weeks, otherwise we shall 
find that this Borough will still leave the veterinary 
inspector on sufferance, as he is to-day. 

Prof. Gaicer: Might I suggest that we stop using 
this term “ veterinary inspector”? inspector 
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denotes a person with a peaked cap and brass buttons. 
(Laughter.) I suggest that we use the term “ veter- 
inary officer’ if it is possible to do so, it would be 
much better. 

Mr. Roserrs: The words are used in the preamble 
of the Ipswich Corporation Bill. 

Prof. Gaicer: That does not seem a reason for not 
starting a crusade against objectionable phraseology. 

Mr. Roserts: You cannot amend the preamble of 
the Bill. 

Mr. Mate: Regarding the proposed Joint Com- 
mittee. I should like to hear a little more detail 
concerning the suggestion. I am sorry I was not at 
the meeting of the Parliamentary Committee. 

Prof. Buxron: It was not definitely decided as 
to what limit should be put to the activities of a 
common committee. That suggestion was really 
made in view of the fact that it was felt that some 
people might feel that the Parliamentary Committee 
of the “ National” and the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of the R.C.V.S. might at some time or other 
find themselves occupying a different position in the 
same camp. In view of that suggestion, it was thought 
that perhaps a common committee might get over the 
difficulty. 

Mr. Mate: Is it proposed that that suggestion 
should go to the R.C.V.S. for their approval ? 

Prof. Buxron : The recommendation of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee of the ‘“ National” goes thus 
far-—it says: The Committee decided to recommend 
the Council to approach the Council of the Royal 
College with a view to the appointment of a Joint 
Committee on Parliamentary work.” 

The Secrerary: There is a great deal of expense 
incurred in all parliamentary matters and in the 
examination of Bills, ete., and this necessitates the 
employment of Parliamentary Agents and_ possibly 
a Lobbyer, and it was felt that there would be a 
certain amount of waste of money if two bodies were 
obtaining information from two separate Parliamen- 
tary Agents. That could only be overcome if there 
were a joint meeting of the committees of the R.C.V.S. 
and of the National.” 

Mr. Mate: I think the idea is very good, but 1 do 
not think it is possible for the R.C.V.S. to join with 
our committee. 

- Mr. Hut concluded the discussion on the report by 
pleading for the adoption of the policy of co-operation 
with the Medical Officer of Health. 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee was 
then received and adopted. 

Veterinary Inspectors and Public Health Com- 
mittee > ‘The CuatRMAN, who is also Chairman of this 
Committee, read the following report and moved its 
reception. 

This Committee has had under consideration scales of 
fees paid by local authorities to part-time Veterinary 
Inspectors, and has received replies from a large number of 
local authorities and from Veterinary Inspectors, and has 
also received many Resolutions from Divisions of the 
Association recommending certain scales. 
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The Committee has unanimously decided to adopt a 
minimum scale (which was appended to their report) and 
recommends its adoption by the Council of the Association. 
The Committee further recommend that, if this scale 
be adopted, it shall not be published, but that it shall only 
be issued on application in writing from a member. 

The unsatisfactory position of Veterinary Inspectors 
under the new Meat Regulations has also received serious 
consideration, and the matter was referred to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee, to take such action as they may 
deem advisable. 

It was agreed to ask the Council to express to the 
National Farmers’ Union its endorsement of the recom- 
mendations of the Committee on Sheep Scab set up by 
that body. 

The scale of minimum fees having been amended 
by the Council in one or two respects, the report was 
received and adopted. 

Appointments Committee: In the absence of 
Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, Chairman of this Committee, 
this report was read by the CHAIRMAN, who moved its 
the reception. The report was as follows : 

Partly as the result of the representations laid by this 
Committee, by deputation, before the Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease Administrative Committee of the Government, 
the salaries and conditions of service of the Veterinary 
Staff of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries have 
been placed on a very much more satisfactory basis, and 
though, in the opinion of this Committee, there are several 
points which are open to criticism, the Committee are 
gratified at the result of their endeavours to benefit Veter- 
inary Inspectors serving on this staff, and feel that the 
results are some reward for the amount of time and trouble 
taken in dealing with this matter. 

The report was received and adopted. 

Report of the Solicitor re Registration.—-The Secre- 
vaRY : In the absence of the Solicitor, I have to report 
that a great deal of trouble and delay has arisen since 
the last meeting of the Council, owing to the fact 
that when the articles were submitted to Counsel of 
the Board of Trade he raised a lot of objections. 
These were met by the London agents and by Mr. 
Langley. Counsel to the Board of Trade gave 
way on one or more points, but submitted again further 
alterations. Recently he has expressed his approval 
of the articles, and has authorised their being printed 
for signature. They arrived yesterday, and I have 
them here, and we shall have this afternoon to have 
a committee of six members to sign the articles and 
other documents. When that has been done there is 
every prospect that the registration will go through 
and the licence be issued. As soon as the licence 
is received it will be necessary to call a General Meeting 
for the purpose of disposing of the books, ete. of the 
old Association. There will also have to be a Statutory 
Meeting of the new Association, but we have managed 
to get them to acquiesce in the holding of the two 
meetings upon the same day. I see every prospect 
of this matter going through within the next week or 
so. 
Finance Committee : Mr. J. W. McIwrosu, Chairman 
of the Committee, read, and moved the reception of, 
the following report : 
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Mr. J. W. McIntosh was appointed Chairman of this 
Committee. 

Two meetings of this Committee have been held. 

The question of the reduction of the subscription to the 
Association by two partners, or two or more members of one 
family, was again thoroughly discussed, and it was agreed 
that at the present time the Committee do not see sufficient 
reason for departing from the decision already taken. 

It was resolved that the annual subscription to the 
National Horse Association be discontinued. 

The Committee considered the question of the con- 
tinuance of the Association’s subscription to the Federation 
of Medical and Allied Services. The report of the Associa- 
tion’s representative was read. 

The Committee recommends to the Council : 

1. That the subscription to the Federation be continued, 
but that the amount be reduced from £10 LOs. to £5 5s. 

2. That the Association appoint two representatives, 
viz., Professor Buxton and Colonel Young. 

3. That the Council should instruct its representatives 
to lay before the Federation the correspondence which has 
passed between the Association and the Ministry of Health 
in regard to the new Meat Regulations. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Council 
that a sum not exceeding £100 be granted to the Provisional 
Committee for the production of films of operations to 
be shown at the Annual Meeting of the National this year. 

It was agreed that a recommendation be made to the 
Council that the payment of the season ticket of the 
General Secretary be discontinued, in view of the fact that 
he had now been appointed as a paid official. 

The Committee agreed to recommend to the Council 
that a sum not exceeding £25 be allocated as an award 
to students for clinical contributions, in accordance with 
Mr. Harvey’s scheme, now under consideration. 

Prof. WootpripvGe (Treasurer): Before the vote 
of £100 is made to the Provisional Committee for the 
production of films of operations, | think it would be 
well for the members of the Council to realise what is 
intended. It was explained to the Committee 
yesterday that at some of the Annual Meetings where 
operations had been carried on it has been very 
difficult for more than a favourably placed few to 
see what is being done, and it was thought that if a 
* close-up” film were taken-ef a selected series of 
operations the result would be much more satisfactory 
from the onlookers’ point of view. — It is now possible 
to slow down the film on exhibition, so that the 
operator could dilate upon special points in procedure 
and detail. It was thought by the Finance-Committee 
that, although they did not feel disposed actually to 
father the scheme, it should be adopted in order that 
it might be gone into more fully by the Council to-day. 
But please understand that I make no proposition. 

Capt. Kirk: T am in entire agreement with the 
suggestion. — Lt is a fact that many people see nothing 
of the operations, even though many attend the 
Congress mainly for that purpose. 

The CuarrMan : The point has been raised as to the 
effect of advertising the operator. 

Prof. WooLtpripGe : With regard to that, it would 
be a “close up” film, and only the operation area 
and the hands of the operator would be seen, 
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Major Simpson: I was the initiator of this idea at 
the meeting of the Provisional Committee at 
Cambridge, and I put it forward because 1 am con- 
vinced that these films if taken properly, as they 
would be. -would be of educational value to everybody, 
while everyone present would be able to see what 
was going on perfectly clearly and distinctly. At the 
Annual Meetings perhaps 20 per cent. of the spectators 
get anything like a view. Moreover, there has 
always been a difficulty in securing suitable subjects 
for operation at the precise time required, whereas 
the taking of a film of a series of operations would 
be subject to no such difficulties. 

Colonel Woop: Messrs. Pathé Fréres say 
they can do films for Is. per foot, and an average 
operation would require 400 feet of film. £100 
would, at that rate, do three operations. 

The report was received and adopted. 

At the request of the Treasurer a special vote was 
passed in connection with the £100 required for the 
film. 

Editorial Committee: Major P. J. Stmpeson, Chair- 
man of the Committee, read, and moved the reception 
of the following report : 

There have been seven meetings of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, 

The first meeting was held on January 22nd, when Major 
P. J. Simpson was elected Chairman. 

The Committee has had under consideration a new head- 
ing for the outside of the * Veterinary Record,” which will 
take up less space on the front cover and permit of the 
insertion of another advertisement, which should bring in 
a good revenue. Lt is proposed to publish the new heading 
when the new Association is incorporated. 

Various other methods for mereasing the advertisement 
revenue have been under consideration. 

Various foreign exchanges, both of journals and of 
advertisements, have been satisfactorily arranged, and the 
Committee’s attention has been given to such matters as 
arise from time to time in connection with the publication 
of the “ Veterinary Record.” 

Prof. WooLpripge: I should like to know if it is 
really desirable to alter the heading of the front cover 
of the Veterinary Record, in as much as this has been 
for so long associated with the paper. 

Major Simpson: I am sather surprised that the 
Treasurer should make that comment, Sir (laughter), 
as it is suggested that, by doing away with the present 
heading, and by substituting a really nice, plain, 
heading in Old English type we shall be securing a 
space of two inches or more, for which we feel confident 
we shall be able to obtain a considerable sum. 

The report was received and adopted. 

Sub-Committee re Tuberculosis Memorandum and 
Letter to M.P/S: This Sub-Committee reported as 
follows : 

A sub-committee of the Council, consisting of the 
President, Secretary, Professor Buxton and Messrs. 
Dawes and Male have drawn up and revised the circular 
proposed to besent to members of Parliament, and they 
submit it herewith. 
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Tuberculosis Order of 1914. 


The Tuberculosis Order of 1914 revoked and replaced a 
similar Order issued in 1913, and incorporated amendments 
which experience had shown to be necessary. The Order 
of 1914 was suspended shortly after the outbreak of 
war and is still in suspense. The Tuberculosis Order 
may be briefly summarised as follows :— 


It provides for compulsory notification and slaughter 
with compensation of :—- 


(1) Any cow which is or appears to be suffering from 
tuberculosis of the udder, induration of the udder, 
or other chronic disease of the udder. 


Any bovine animal which is or appears to be 
suffering from tuberculous emaciation. 


Any bovine animal which is suffering from a 
cough and showing definite clinical signs of 
tuberculosis. 


Cows which fall into the first category are a source of 
constant danger to human consumers of milk. Cows 
which fall into the second category are only one degree less 
dangerous, since their excretions and the milk secreted 
by them frequently, though not constantly, contain 
living tubercle bacilli. Animals which fall into any one of 
the three categories are constantly disseminating infection. 
and constitute a grave danger to bovines and other farm 
animals. 


The Tuberculosis Order will not eliminate bovine 
tuberculosis and is not intended todoso. It does, however, 
ensure the early removal and destruction of those animals 
which are a grave source of danger to the human race, 
and which are mainly responsible for the dissemination of 
infection amongst their fellows. It may be regarded, 
however, as the first step necessary to be taken in a 
campaign having for its ultimate object the elimination of 
bovine tuberculosis. 


Compensation. 

The Tuberculosis Order of 1914 provided for the pay- 
ment of compensation to the extent of 50 per cent. of the 
market value of the animal before slaughter, if, on post- 
mortem, it was certified to be affected with advanced 
tuberculosis, as defined by the Order, and to the extent 
of 75 per cent. if certified to be affected with tuberculosis 
which was “ not advanced.”’ 


The Local Authority received the value of all salvage 
realised from the carcasses of animals slaughtered under the 
Order. After deducting therefrom certain expenses as 
provided by the Order, the net compensation payable was 
met in the proportion of 75 per cent. by the Treasury and 
25 per cent. by the Local Authority. 


It may be well to explain that a Tuberculosis Order was 
issued in 1909 under which Local Authorities were to be 
responsible for payment of the whole of the com- 
pensation. This was withdrawn before it became operative 
on account of the strenuous opposition of Local Authori- 
ties, who maintained that the Order was part of a general 
health policy, that the matter of dealing with the dangerous 
tuberculous cow was a national question, and that on 
these grounds, part of the cost should be borne by the 
Treasury. Under the 1913 Order compensation was 
payable in the proportion of 50 per cent. each by the 
Treasury and the Local Authority, but representations 
made by the Local Authorities to the Treasury resulted 
in the increase of the Treasury proportion to 75 per cent. 
It was further arranged that this proportion was to be 
maintained until 1918, after which the whole of the cost 
of compensation was to be borne by the Local Authorities. 


Danger of Human Infection from Bovine Sources. 

Human infection from bovine sources is mainly attribu- 
table to infection from the milk. The infectivity of market 
milk is shown by the following figures :— 
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No. of No. and °, 
Samples. tuberculous. 
1. Manchester 5,888 502 8.5 
20 other Districts .. 2,039 1380 8.8 
7.927 682 8.6 
2. Edinburgh 
(Over a period of 5 years). 
(Country Milk) ... bore 403 33 8.1 


The effect of this infection of market milk is shown in 
the following figures extracted from a report by Dr. 
Griffiths whose authority to speak on the subject cannot 
be questioned. The figures show the result of the investi- 
gation of 1068 cases of human tuberculosis derived from 
all parts of Great Britain, and including all types of cases. 


Age No. of Cases. “,, Bovine. 
0-5 years 221 37.55 
5-10 ,, 312 29.45 
10-16 ,, 150 14.66 
16 upwards —... 384 6.25 
Total int 1,068* 20.7 


* Includes one age not stated. 


Dr. Guy, ‘Tuberculosis Officer for the City of Edinburgh, 
states, in his report for the year 1922: *‘* The bovine type 
of tubercle bacillus is responsible, in varying proportion, 
for the different forms of non-pulmonary tuberculosis. 
It causes at least 30 per cent. of all gland cases, at least 
18 per cent. of all meningeal cases, and 50 per cent. of 
abdominal forms of the disease, 58 per cent. where the bones 
are affected, and 50 per cent. of the lupus cases.” When 
these percentages are applied to the 485 new cases of non- 
pulmonary tuberculosis notified in Edinburgh in 1922, 
it would appear, from the classification given to these new 
cases by Dr. Guy, that approximately 36 per cent. of the 
total number of new cases notified in 1922 in the City of 
Edinburgh were attributable to bovine infection. 


Existing powers of Control. 


The existing powers of control over tuberculous animals 
may be briefly summarised as follows: (1) Milk and Dairies’ 
Order, 1899 :—-The milk of a cow which has been certified 
by a Veterinary Surgeon to be infected with tuberculosis 
of the udder shall not be mixed with other milk and shall 
not be sold or used for human food. (2) Milk and Dairies’ 
(Amendment) Act, 1922 (Section 5): The milk of a cow 
affected with tuberculosis of the udder is prohibited, under 
heavy penalties, from being sold. 

Neither the Order nor the Act place the owner of a sus- 
pected or an affected cow under obligation to notify the 
existence or suspected existence of tuberculosis of the 
udder. The owner may retain the diseased cow in his 
possession, and the onus of proving that he has sold or 
used the milk for human food rests on the Local Authority. 
In the majority of cases it would be extremely difficult to 
obtain proof which is sufficiently clear to secure a con- 
viction, and, under any circumstances, considerable delay 
must occur before such proof can be obtained. 

No power of control exists over the movements of a 
diseased cow which is disposed of by the owner. Specific 
instances can be quoted where cows have been sold in one 
district and removed to another district where supervision 
is lax or non-existent, and have continued to send milk to 
the same destination through another channel. In 
Edinburgh the Chief Veterinary Inspector recently reported 
that between January, 1919, and September ist, 1923, 
138 cows were found by him in city byres or in dairy byres 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the city boundaries, 
to be infected with tuberculosis in forms in which the milk 
produced by them constituted a definite danger to the 
health of the consumers. Of these, 64 or (46 per cent.) 
were known to have been slaughtered, and 74 or (54 per 
cent.) were removed to unknown destinations. 
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Efforts to effect re-introduction of the Tuberculosis Order. 


In 1920 the Convention of Royal Burghs, Scotland, 
which embraces 407 representatives from 201 burghs, on 
& unanimous vote, instructed the Clerk of the Convention 
to write the Ministry of Agriculture urging the early re- 
introduction of the Order with such modifications as 
experience had proved to be desirable. The Clerk of the 
Convention received a reply to the effect that it was the 
intention of the Ministry to re-introduce the Order when 
the Milk and Dairies’ (Consolidation) Act, 1915, and the 
Milk and Dairies’ (Scotland) Act, 1914, came into operation. 
(The operation of both of these acts was suspended owing 
to war conditions and they are still in suspense.) 

In June, 1923, the Minister of Agriculture, (Sir Robert 
Saunders) was reported in the public press to have stated 
in Parliament in reply to a question: ** Until assured that 
a majority of the Local Authorities, including counties 
and cities, favour the re-introduction of the Tuberculosis 
Order of 1914. in which tuberculosis of cattle was made a 
notifiable disease, the Minister does not see his way to 
re-issue the Order in view of the very considerable expense 
involved.” Asaresult of this statement by the Minister, 
the City of Glasgow convened a Conference in the City 
Chambers, Glasgow, on the 13th November, 1923, to which 
all the Local Authorities in Scotland were invited to send 
representatives. The Conference passed the following 
resolutions which were forwarded to the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

(1) That the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 
be asked to put the Tuberculosis Order of 1914 
into immediate operation, on the understanding 
that grants would be made to the Local 
Authorities as formerly ; and 

(2) That a Deputation of representatives from the 
various Local Authorities should wait upon the 
Minister in support of this proposal. 

The Deputation appointed by the Conference has not 
been given an opportunity of meeting the Minister. 

The National Veterinary Medical Association, the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, together with many medical 
and other similar organisations, have from time to time 
during the past four years passed resolutions and forwarded 
them to the Ministry of Agriculture praying for the early 
re-introduction of the Tuberculosis Order. In addition to 
the above, it is known that representations to the same 
effect have been submitted to the Ministry from 

The Association of Municipal Corporations. 
The Convention of Border Burghs of Scotland. 
‘Twenty-one County Local Authorities. 
Sixty-two Borough Local Authorities. 

Thirteen Urban and Rural District Councils. 
Various Farmers’ Organisations have shown that 
they are not averse to its re-introduction. 

It is therefore submitted that the request for the re- 
introduction of the Tuberculosis Qrder is supported by a 
very powerful and wide-spread body of public opinion. 

We have been informed by the Ministry of Agriculture 
that no representations have been received against the 
re-introduction of the order. 


Cost of operating the Tuberculosis Order. 


It is extremely difficult to get information orf this head- 
ing, but the following statement may be quoted from a 
letter addressed to the County Clerk, Lanark, from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and dated 30th 
September, 19238. 

“It is, however, estimated that the expenditure which 
would be involved by the revival of the Order of 1914 
would amount to about £80,000 per annum from the 
Imperial Exchequer, and probably to about twice that 
amount from local funds.” 

It is, perhaps somewhat dangerous to venture on @ 
criticism of this estimate in the absence of a knowledge of 
the basis on which the estimate was made. But the in- 
formation in our possession leads us to believe that this 
estimate is very generous, and that the payment of com- 
pensation, together with the costs of administration, would 
come well within the estimate. 
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In 1913 the Treasury allocated £60,000 per annum for 
five years towards the cost of compensation. 


Compensatory Factors. 

If it be assumed that the cost of administering the 
Tuberculosis Order, including payment of compensation, 
will approximate £240,000 per annum for the whole country 
there must be set against this the probability that the 
enforcement of the Order will contribute to a reduction 
of cost in the treatment of human tuberculosis. Dr. 
Griffith's figures show that 20.7 per cent. of all cases of 
human tuberculosis are attributable to infection from 
bovine sources, and there can be no doubt that the early 
destruction and elimination of the dangerous tuberculous 
cows will contribute to a reduction in the incidence of 
human disease arising from bovine infection. But the 
mere reduction of cost is not the only factor to be taken into 
consideration in this connection. Bovine tuberculosis in 
children is insidious in its development and, whether the 
patient recovers or the disease terminates fatally, the dura- 
tion of illness, in the majority of cases, is prolonged. Further 
if recovery does take place, the prolonged period of illness 
in early life leaves a permanent mark on the health and 
well-being of the individual. We venture to think that 
if these two factors, namely, reduced cost in the treatment 
of human tuberculosis, and the influence of a material 
contribution towards an improved standard of health, are 
set against the actual cost of administering the Tuberculosis 
Order, a material balance would be left to the advantage 
of the community. 

It should be explained that the treatment of human 
tuberculosis is an obligation on Local Authorities whose 
schemes must be admitted to and approved by the Ministry 
of Health and the Scottish Board of Health. The cost of 
these schemes is met by Government grant and a charge on 
rates in proportions of 50 per cent. from each source. 

The foregoing remarks have reference to compensatory 
factors in relation to human tuberculosis. In addition it 
is necessary to refer to the advantage which must accrue to 
the livestock industry as the result of the influence which 
the Tuberculosis Order will exercise on the incidence of 
tuberculosis in cattle, a reduced incidence of bovine tuber- 
culosis will in turn operate to the benefit of the community 
by reducing the amount of meat condemned and destroyed 
as unfit for human food on account of tuberculosis. 
Slaughterhouse records show that the weight and number 
of carcasses of cattle condemned for tuberculosis greatly 
exceeds the number condemned from all other causes 
combined. 
~ The Sub-Committee also submitted the following 
covering letter : 

NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND, LTD., 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, London, W.C. 1. 


TUBERCULOSIS ORDER. 


The National Veterinary Medical Association has been 
informed that at a relatively early date Parliament will 
be asked to sanction the financial arrangements necessary 
to permit of the re-introduction of the Tuberculosis Order. 
The importance of this Order—in the interests of Public 
Health, both human and animal—has been abundantly 
emphasised by the numerous representations from public 
and other bodies which have been addressed to the Minister 
of Agriculture and Fisheries during the last five years 
praying for its re-introduction. The accompanying 
memorandum is circulated to Members of Parliament by 
the National Veterinary Medical Association in order 
concisely to explain the purpose and objects of the Order. 
The Association confidently hopes that with the facts 
before them, Members of Parliament will give their support 
to the procedure necessary to permit of the re-introduction 
of the Order. and earnestly requests the exercise of their 
influence to accomplish the object in view. 

On behalf of the Council, 
A. Gorton, President. 
G. H. Livesxy, General Secretary. 


The report, together with the documents to which 
reference was made therein, was received and adopted, 
and the members thanked for their services. Some 
discussion ensued as to when the documents should 
be issued, and eventually Mr. RosBerrs moved, 
Mr. Mae seconded, and it was agreed that the 
memorandum and covering letter should be sent to 
Members of Parliament as soon as possible after the 
Kaster recess. 

Biological Products Committee: The report of this 
Committee was as follows : 


The Committee, taking into consideration all that has 
transpired during the past year, have agreed to recommend 
to the council that the Committee be dissolved, and that 
any future work which normally would come before the 
Biological Committee be submitted to some other Standing 
Committee, probably the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Association. 


The CHarrMAN: The reason why this Committee 
has not been able to proceed any further and why it 
has decided to dissolve, is that a lot of evidence was 
taken, which was confidential evidence, and this 
evidence, we hear, has been destroyed, so that we can 
go no further with it. 

Colonel Youne: Is that sufficient information for 
this Council, Sir? The fact of evidence being 
destroyed seems a very wide sort of term to use. 

The Cuatrman: I will ask the Secretary to read 
the letter from the Chairman of the Committee, 
Colonel Brittlebank. 

The Secretary read the letter from Colonel Brittle- 
bank. 

The CuarRMAN: Will that answer your question, 
Colonel Young ? . 

Colonel Youna : If the members of the Council are 
satisfied, I do not suppose I should say any more. 

The Secrerary: The evidence was based on all 
that the Committee has done, and was the result of 
several years’ work. 

Mr. McInrosu: I moved yesterday in Committee 
that we dissolve, and that the work done, or what 
there is to do, should be passed on to some other 
committee. [ have distinct recollections of very 
important meetings and evidence, and I was very 
disappointed to know that that evidence was destroyed 
before the Committee had been informed. It is, to 
me, very disheartening to find this termination of 
work which would be of very great use to the profes- 
sion. For that reason I felt that I had no right to 
act any further, and I moved the disbandment of 
the committee. 

Colonel Youna: It seems a most extraordinary 
thing that this evidence should have been destroyed. 
Surely it was for the Council to have this evidence 
placed before them, and it was for them to say what 
was to have been done with it. 

The Secretary: I think I should say, lest there 
should be any misunderstanding, that the Biological 
Committee met on several occasions, but were unable 
to do anything with regard to the Herd Societies 
and Members of Parliament because it had entrusted 
the writing of the letter to the Herd Societies to the 
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Chairman, who drafted the report. In order that he 
might be in a position to draft this letter, I forwarded 
the evidence to Colonel Brittlebank. After he had 
expressed his inability, or unwillingness, to draft the 
letter, the Committee decided that a sub-committee 
were to undertake the drafting of this letter to the 
Herd Societies, which was to be sent out this year. 
Mr. Gofton wrote to say that Colonel Brittlebank had 
informed him that he could not draft the letter as he 
had destroyed the evidence. 

Mr. Wynne: Without any instructions from the 
Committee ? 

The Cuarmman: Yes. Probably the Council would 
like the work to be carried on ? Colonel Brittlebank 
says that he has some notes concerning it. 

Major Dunkin: I certainly think so, Sir’ the part 
which refers to tuberculosis. IT think it should go to 
the Parliamentary Committee. 

This was agreed. 

Colonel Youne: It is with very much reluctance 
that I rise, but I do so in order to maintain the dignity 
of this Council. I would respectfully move: ‘* That 
it be placed on record that the Council regrets that 
the evidence secured by the Biological Committee 
should have been destroyed and the whole of the work 
of the Committee rendered invalid without the 
express permission either of the whole Committee 
who are dealing with it or of the Council.” 

Major DuNKIN seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Mate: [I desire, Sir, to move an amendment 
that the matter remain as it is. There is no question 
that the evidence that members of the profession gave 
was given entirely in confidence to the Committee, 
and it would have to have been destroyed—that was 
the unfortunate part about the whole thing. If 
anybody could have given definite evidence which 
we should have been at liberty to use, we should have 
got much further with this matter. But the evidence 
we took under pledge of secrecy would never have 
been of any use to us. 

Prof. WootpripceE: I second the amendment 
because I think, in the absence of Colonel Brittlebank, 
it would be the better course to adopt. I think, 
therefore, the matter might be adjourned to the next 
meeting, when Colonel Brittlebank would have the 
opportunity of explaining the action which he has 
taken. 

Major Dunkin: Is not that letter from Colonel 
Brittlebank an attempt to explain the position / 

Colonel Younc: I appreciate the position created 
by the absence of Colonel Brittlebank, and, as T do 
not wish to do what I have never yet done—say 
things behind a man’s back which I would not say 
before his face—I will, with the permission of my 
seconder, now withdraw my proposition until some 
future time when Colonel Brittlebank is present. 

Major Dunkin concurredsgand this course was 
approved. 

Organising Committee: Dr. Braptey, Chairman of 
this Committee, read, and moved the reception of, 
the following report : 


The first meeting of this Committee was held in this 
room this morning, when Dr. Bradley was appointed 
Chairman. 

Mr. Harvey’s outline of his scheme for a clinical prize for 
students was received. The principle of the scheme was 
approved and the following were appointed a sub-committee 
to draw up rules and regulations: Dr. Bradley, Professor 
Buxton, Mr. R. Bryden, Mr. Carter, Mr. Dawes, Mr. Male 
and Mr. Petrie. In the meantime, the Chairman and the 
President have agreed to draw up draft rules and regula- 
tions to be circulated to the Committee and considered at 
the next meeting. 

The Committee recommend to the Council that there 
should be an annual meeting of each branch to elect 
officers and to carry out any business of the branch, and to 
decide what the branch should do and how it should func - 
tion. They also recommend that the divisions be cir- 
cularised as to the importance and functions of the branches. 

The Committee recommend to the Council that the Press 
Association be supplied with carefully edited accounts of 
the meetings of the Council, also that the Chairman of the 
Committee be empowered to reply to articles in the press 
necessitating an answer. 

The report was received and adopted. 

The Council resolved itself into Committee for the 
consideration of a claim for the support of the Associa- 
tion made by a member in connection with an alleged 
examination grievance. 

Upon reverting to Council, the CHAIRMAN announced 
that the Association regretted that it was not in a 
position to take any effective steps in the matter. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The following Resolutions were presented by the 
Secretary, having been received from various Divisions 
in connection with Sir John Moore’s Resolution 
concerning the establishinent of a Veterinary Research 
Council : 


astern Counties. 

* That this Society. having discussed the Resolution 
of the Western Counties Division have decided 
that they are not prepared to support Sir. John 
Moore’s Resolution.” 


Midland Counties. 
“'That this Division of the N.V.M.A. unanimously 
supports Sir John Moore’s Resolution advocating 
the creation of a Veterinary Kesearch Council.” 


North of Scotland. 

“That this Division having discussed Sir John 
Moore’s Resolution regarding the creation of a 
Veterinary Research Council agrees to give its 
warmest support to the proposal without suggesting 
any alteration of the terms of the Resolution.” 


Lincolnshire and District. 

“That this Division agrees to support the Resolu- 
tion forwarded by the N.V.M.A. in regard to the 
establishment of a Veterinary Research Council 
as proposed by Sir John Moore.” 
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Western Counties. 
“That this Division agrees with the principle of 
Sir John Moore’s Resolution concerning the 
establishment of a Veterinary Research Council.” 


It was agreed that the matter should be placed on 
the agenda for consideration at a meeting following 
the receipt of a full list of resolutions from Divisions 
on the subject. 


From the North of Enaland Division. 


“That this meeting of the North of England 
Division, embracing representatives of the veter- 
inary profession from the Counties of Northumber- 
land, Durham and North Yorkshire and _ all 
boroughs therein, respecifully suggest to the 
National Veterinary Medical Association that the 
time is ripe for the interests of the Veterinary 
Profession to be safeguarded, and at all times 
supported, especially in view of the imminent 
introduction of the Meat Regulations Order of 
1925, and the probable re-introduction of the 
Tuberculosis Order and the Milk and Dairies’ Act. 
The Veterinary Profession is peculiarly entitled 
by its training and experience to safeguard the 
interests of public health, in so far as meat in- 
spection and the examination of livestock are 
concerned.” 


The Council accepted the Resolution and the 
Secretary was instructed to inform the Division 
that the matter was receiving attention. 


From the Midland Counties Division. 
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“That in the case of the smaller Dog Shows no 
action be taken, but in the case of the larger Dog 
Shows, viz., Championship Shows, where the 
Veterinary Surgeon was required to be in atten- 
dance for a day or more, suitable remuneration 
should be received.” 


The resolution was accepted and approved. 


From the North of Scotland Division. 


* That as the scale of fees in the North-eastern area 
of Scotland has only recently been re-adjusted the 
members of this Division are unwilling to re-open 
the question with the County Councils—the fees 
paid, though not according to the maximum scale, 
being regarded as satisfactory.”’ 


The resolution was accepted. 


From the North Wales Division. 

“That in the opinion of this Division, veterinary 
surgeons are, by their training in Pathology and 
Bacteriology and by their experience of diseases 
of animals, the most suitable persons to carry out 
the inspection of meat.” 


The resolution was accepted and approved. 
A hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Dawes for his 


conduct in the chair terminated the proceedings. | 
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS. 


Yorkshire Division.* 


QUARTERLY MEETING AT LEEDS. 


A quarterly meeting of members was held at the 
Hotel Metropole, Leeds, on Friday, 30th January, 
1925, when there were present Mr. J. Clarkson (Presi- 
dent). Messrs. McCormick, Crawford, Woodrow, 
Angler, Robinson, Chambers, Pollard, Lazenby, Gentle, 
Bowman, McKinna, Ellison, Whitehead, Sampson, 
Hodgman, Wharam, Bowes, Watson, Hallilay, and 
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Scott. 

Visitors. Messrs. Croudace and Elliott. 

The minutes \aving been published, were taken as 
read, and were signed, 

Apologies» Dr. O. ©. Bradley, Messrs. Abson, 
Pillers, Carter, Pollock, Good, Livesey and Barber. 

Correspondence.-- The Hon. Secretary read a resolu- 
tion proposed by Major-General Sir John Moore, 
K.C.M.G., which the Society was asked to endorse, 
relating to the creation of a Veterinary Research 
Council in Great Britain. 

It was resolved that the matter be referred to the 
Council of the Society for consideration and report. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute as to the arrangements for their 
Conference at Kdinburgh, from July 20th to 25th, 
1925, and inviting the Society to sead a delegate. 

It was agreed that a delegate be sent, and further 
that the delegate be the President, or his nominee, 
and that his railway fare and hotel expenses be paid. 

Agendas. It was resolved that the agendas be 
printed in future. 

Nominations. Messrs. J. C. Gaunt, Rowley Grange, 
William Elliott, Leeds, and F. G. L. Croudace, Cor- 
bridge-on-Tyne, were nominated to membership. 

Election. Mr. D. Hamilton, Harrogate, was elected 
a member of the Division. 

Resignation A letter was read from Mr. Somers 
stating that he had intimated some years ago his 
intention to resign membership. It was resolved that 
the resignation be accepted. 


ADDRESS AND A Few CiintcaL Nores, 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 


The Prestpent explained that there had been a 
change in the arrangements for that meeting, as 
Major Mattinson, who had promised a paper, found 
himself unable to be present, owing to the illness of a 
colleague and consequent heavy pressure of work. 
Mr. Mattinson had, however, offered to fulfil his 
promise at an early date, and his offer had been 
accepted for the next meeting. 

In those circumstances he felt very much in the 
position of one of the gharacters of Shakespeare, who 
said that some men were born great, some achieved 
greatness, and others had greatness thrust upon them. 
He belonged to the last category. His first duty was 


* Received on March 26th. 
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to thank the members for re-electing him as President 
and to wish them the greatest prosperity during 1925. 

There would have been noticed latterly in the 
Record, reports of the Council meetings and * leaders ~ 
in connection with the National Association. ‘The 
Association was now in a strong position and its mem- 
bership was improving, 43 new members being elected 
and five new societies becoming affiliated at the last 
meeting. Over fifty per cent. of the profession were 
now members, but there was a certain number who 
still belonged to no society whatever, and he thought 
many of them could be roped in. A profession such 
as theirs could not be carried on without some service 
from each member of it, which, though this might 
entail a little sacrifice. was well worth it. 

The members would be pleased to hear that Earl 
Haig and .Earl Ypres were to become Honorary 
Associates of the Royal College. 

They would also be glad to see the new regulations 
of the Ministry of Health in connection with the 
inarketing, slaughtering, handling and storage of meat. 
His own view was that it was definitely a step in the 
right direction, as was also the extention of the 
Slaughtering Order to rural districts, which put them 
on the same footing as the urban districts. 

It was further to be noted that the Ministry of 
Agriculture had materially increased the salaries of 
their staff, which would ultimately be to their 
advantage, as appointments in the profession would 
most probably be better paid in the future. 

The Tuberculosis Order was likely to be again 
enforced, and ought never to have been dropped. 
Good work had been done under it, which had all 
been lost. 

He concluded his general remarks by saying they 
would join with him in. congratulating Sir John 


M’Fadyean on his own recent honours, and on the’ 


honour conferred on his son, who was now Sir Andrew. 
(Applause). 

Passing to the second part of his remarks, the 
President said he had jotted down a few notes of cases 
which he hoped would put the members in a 
reminiscent mood, so that they would be able to quote 
further cases and discuss them. 


The first case was that concerning a breeder of pigs, 
who had considerable difficulty in rearing his stock 
over nine, ten and twelve weeks old and upwards. 
They had died off with coughs, or wasted away, and 
done extremely badly all round. On post-mortem 
examination of three sets of lungs there had been 
found in each a quantity of parasites, of which he 
produced specimens. The discharge from the nose 
of the older pigs which had been reared contained 
immature parasites. The condition was commonly 
called “ bellased.” In bis opinion, it was quite im- 
possible that this condition might be very largely 
due to parasitic trouble, although an authority had 
stated: “In the horse, goat, pig, dog and cat lung- 
worm disease does not, on account of its rarity and 
clinical unimportance, come prominently before the 
veterinarian.” 
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A second series of cases was influenza amongst 
horses. In one instance, the horse was in a distinctly 
insanitary stable, in a dark, unventilated box, and was 
blowing rather heavily, with no appetite, and there 
was considerable swelling about its throat. He was 


| afraid it might develop septic pneumonia. The 


following day a second animal became affected. 
Both horses had been worked one day too long; 
they should have been laid off one or two days earlier. 
He gave details of bacterin treatment and tempera- 
tures, and said he had been extremely pleased with the 
results. 

Another case was that of an Irish cow which came 
by train, and nothing wrong was noted on arrival. 
After three weeks she commenced to sweat on one side, 
She had been known to be fighting with another one 
in the fold yard. When he was called in there was a 
large swelling over the ribs and anterior part of the 
abdomen. He could find no wound, but on rubbing 
his hand over it there was a strong, disagreeable odour. 
Two days afterwards there was an opening and a 
foetid discharge. He removed a piece of dead skin 
leaving a wound which now, after three weeks, would 
be about fifteen inches by fourteen. The ribs were more 
or less exposed, and between the two last ribs and the 
superior spinous processes there was a hole two inches 
long by one inch broad right through into the stomach, 
and the food could be seen coming through and gas 
bubbling. The cow was now doing really well. 

Some years ago, in the case of a cow with a swollen 
breast, he lanced it, put in his finger, and felt some- 
thing sharp, which he extracted and found to be an 
old-fashioned three-pronged dinner fork. For several 
weeks afterwards the food was passed from the stomach 
through the fistula. 

Amongst pit ponies he had had a sort of outbreak of 
bowel affections at three different pits. In one case, 
on post-mortem, he found paralysis of the reetum, and 
in another there was extensive ulceration of the rectum 
and stricture further in. 

In the next case, he asked for a little assistance. 
In his neighbourhood there was a considerable number 
of dairy cattle. In some instances they were bought in 
the market apparently in a perfectly sound state, 
supposed to have been properly cleaned. They did 
well for a time, but suddenly they went down with a 
brain affection. There was grinding of the teeth, the 
head was drawn back, the limbs became rigid and the 
animals died. On post-mortem examination being 


-made, there was nothing to be seen. The jwomb was 


contracted ; there might be a smail amount of dis- 
charge in it, but not much, and that not particularly 
foul. If any member could help him he would be glad. 

At a recent meeting Dr. White had made mention of 
para-thyroid, which he had used frequently in selected 
cases. In cases of chorea he should not place too 
much reliance on it, but in cases of rickets and mal- 
nutrition amongst puppies it had acted like a charm. 

He had found anti-tetanic serum useful as a 
preventive, but as a curative he had never been any 
more successful with it than he thought he would have 
been without. He had been told by a colleague he 
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did not use sufficiently large doses ; that he should 
use 3,000 units. A short time ago, in a specially acute 
case, he gave 2,500 units all he had with him-- and 
afterwards went into the house to pack up. Directly 
afterwards he was fetched out and found the animal 
dead. 
Discussion, 


Mr. Bowers congratulated the President in the 
interesting cases he had brought forward, and hoped 
they would give rise to a good discussion. 

As to lung-worm in pigs, he was firmly of the 
opinion, which he had been forming for the last year 
or two, that although the authorities might have been 
right at one time that this did not cause much fatal 
disease in pigs, that view would have to be revised. 
His own view was that the cause was probably the 
greater amount of outdoor life pigs get now compared 
with former days, and that infection with this worm 
was more likely to be widespread amongst pigs running 
out on the land than amongst those in pigsties. 
Land on which pigs were running was generally kept 
for the purpose for a considerable time and became 
over-stocked, and any worms that might be about 
would naturally be in concentrated quantity. He 
did not suggest that pigs should not be kept outside, 
but there would probably be an increase of lung 
disease and parasitic bronchitis in pigs, and they would 
have to discover how to treat it, which would be a 
problem. 

As to the use of vaccine or bacterin for cases of 
influenza and allied diseases, years ago he used a great 
amount, and in some cases found them very successful. 
Part of the time during the war, when dealing with 
horses suffering with influenza and pneumonia on a 
wholesale scale, he had used them with good results in 
many cases. 

He believed anti-tetanic serum to be an effective 
preventive, but in his experience could not point to a 
case where direct curative benefit had been derived. 

Mr. Croupace said he did not hesitate to give a very 
full intravenous injection of the serum for tetanus, 
up to 6,000 or 8,000 units, usually with good results, 
but he never got any results from subcutaneous 
injections. 

Mr. Watson said that as a rule he used 3,000 units 
to start with, and carried on for six or eight days, 
according to conditions, and he got more success than 
with the old form of treatment. 

He had had similar cases to those related by the 
President in dairy cows. On post-mortem examination 
he had found little wrong, but noticed that the con- 
dition of the kidneys was very bad, and he wondered 
whether cattle were subject to strokes and similar 
affections caused in human beings by Bright’s disease. 

Mr. Sampson remarked that in the first part of the 
address he had hoped to hear something about the law 
that was coming into force regarding the killing of 
animals other than at licensed slaughterhouses, which 
was a question occupying the attention of agriculturists. 
He would have liked to have heard the views of the 
Council of the Royal College on the subject. 
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Dairy cows affected in the way described by the 
President were usually some of the best cattle, and 
when slaughtered the meat inspector generally declined 
to pass them. The temperature was, as a rule, a very 
high one, up to 108° F. One case was cited where the 
affected cow was treated by bleeding and recovery 
followed. 

Mr. BowMaN said that in treating corporation horses, 
which were continually picking up nails, he had used 
anti-tetanic serum for a long time and he had every 
confidence in it as a preventive. Since they commenced 
to use it they had not lost a single case, whilst previously 
they were continually losing horses. As a curative, 
however, he had little faith in it. 


Mr. Wooprow suggested using saline solution with 
the tube for the treatment of influenza. In three o 
four days he usually found the temperature came down 
to normal and animals were back at work far more 
quickly than with the ordinary treatment. 


He referred to a disease which, he was told, was 
sometimes called “ feltrix.” In the case of a three- 
year-old black gelding, the animal was swollen in the 
abdomen and along the chest- a large, flat swelling 
the horse was eating well, with no temperature. 
His first conclusion was that it was due to little red 
worms, but he had been unable to locate any. A 
colleague advised him to treat with an intravenous 
injection of * 606,” but the animal died after the third 
injection. He had no opportunity to make a post- 
mortem, 

Another case was that of a nine-year-old gelding 
which refused food and was without an action for 
fifteen days, when it died. On post-mortem he was 
surprised to find that most of the bowel contents 
were in a pultaceous state, except for the last twelve 
inches of the colon, where they were semi-dry. There 
was no other post-mortem abnormality. 

Mr. WuItEHEAD said he was not a great believer in 
vaccines, and he had never had any success with anti- 
tetanus serum as a curative. In the case of a cart 
horse recently, he gave no medicine, simply putting 
him into a box and keeping him in total darkness, 
going in once a day to give some _— and a splendid 
recovery followed. 

Since October last he had had under his care a 
black mare six years old, in splendid condition. 
She had a slight swelling on the wing of the atlas on 
the off side. After four days’ treatment the swelling 
had somewhat subsided, but still the mare always 
leaned to the off side. Later the mare was put into a 
four-wheeled drag and driven a quarter of a mile, 
without any fault. Then she leaned to the off side 
and nearly caused an accident. Fifty or sixty yards 
further on the same thing occurred. The mare was 
taken back, and a second opinion was obtained, at his 
suggestion, when the case was diagnosed as “ poll 
evil,” and ice bags suggested. These were used without 
improvement in .the condition. The owner was 
insured, and the insurance company had sent another 
veterinary surgeon, who certified “ poll evil,” and said 
there would be recovery. There being no improve- 
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ment, the company sent still another practitioner, 
whose report he had not yet seen. 


Mr. PoLuarRp instanced a case he came across some 
vears ago of a beast with a foreign body in its stomach, 
which turned out to be a whip-stock. When this was 
extracted the animal did well. 


On the 17th June last he had passed a pit pony for 
work underground, and a fortnight later it was brought 
up again, being unable to work. On examination, 
he found grazes in the hollows of various parts of the 
body, such as were sometimes seen in horses that 
nibbled in the flexure of their hocks. There was 
evidently some abdominal pain, but the bowels were 
normal, He concluded it was suffering from acute 
indigestion as the result of the change from outdoors 
to underground. On the 8th July nervous symptoms set 
in, and the pony died or was killed the following night 
He made a post-mortem and found two large globular 
bodies--one in the stomach and the other in the 
cecum. There were also three large ulcers, one one 
and a half inches across, near the entrance to the 
bowel. 

In 1923, he had a case of a cow which went down 
after calving in the usual way. Fourteen days after- 
wards she again went down, but responded to treat- 
ment. In 1924, the same cow was down again after 
calving, and was up the next morning. Five days 
afterwards she again went down, the calf being still 
with the cow, and after treatment was up next morning. 
On a still further occasion, nearly a month after calving, 
and after the calf had been taken away, the cow began 
staggering most of the time and showed nervous 
symptoms, but after treatment was again all right 
the following day. 

Mr. Scort confirmed the experiences mentioned with 
streptococcus bacterin as a preventive in the treatment 
of influenza. Last month he had three four-year-olds 
standing side by side in a stable, and the middle one 
contracted influenza. Each of the others showed a 
temperature, but after injecting bacterin one of them 
had only three days off work and the other four days, 
whilst the one that started first had a very severe 
attack, lasting three weeks. 

He had recently had experience of the type of case 
in cows to which the President referred. In one case in 
December he was unsuccessful, and when the cow was 
slaughtered he found hemorrhage at the base of the 
brain. 

Regarding anti-tetanus serum as a curative, he had 
read that if large doses were given there would be 
some relief of symptoms within a few hours. During 
the last two days he had given a horse 170 cubic 
centimetres of serum without the slightest: relief. 

As to the quantity of fluid to introduce with a tube, 
he did not like giving large quantities. He instanced 
a case of cedema of the head in a horse where the tube 
was the only possible way of feeding or giving medicine. 
With some difficulty they got a tube down and gave 
about two gallons of saline solution. The horse began 
to show a lot of pain and died. On post-mortem its 
stomach was found to be ruptured 
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A case he had at present was a horse which was very 
indifferent about eating, and retained his feces from 
rectal paralysis. ‘Two days ago it was found with a 
dropped lower lip, and he was uncertain what the trouble 
was. A sister of the horse, which was a year older, 
was, three years ago, showing a dropped ear, dropped 
eyelid, and dropped upper and lower lip on one side 
of the head. At the time he thought it was lightning 
stroke, but she recovered. A third member of the 
same family was a shiverer. He had wondered since 
whether there might not be some nervous condition 
in the breed. 

Mr. Bowes said the discussion had reminded him of 
a cow he was called to as a pupil, which was choking. 
She had swallowed an old umbrella which had gone 
well down the throat, end first, and could not be 
removed. In his practice he had regularly used a 
mixed vaccine for quittor, with excellent results. 

The Prestpent thanked the members for the dis- 
tinct additions they had made to the cases he had 
noted, 

He was glad to find he was borne out in his sugges- 
tion that lung-worm disease in pigs was not 
uncommon, particularly in pigs running out on the 
grass. They usually had not much extent of run, 
and he thought there ought to be a regular cropping 
and dressing with salt. 

The method of Mr. Croudace in giving 6,000 to 8,000 
units of vaccine was rather an expensive one. He 
agreed with Mr. Bowes and Mr. Watson as to the 
utility of vaccines in cases of quittor, particularly 
after an operation. 

Mr. Sampson was apparently in the same difficulty 
as himself with dairy cows. At one time bleeding was 
the only treatment for everything. He remembered 
Mr. Greaves quoting a case where he had bled an 


animal each day for fourteen days, and it died. He . 


reported it to Professor Gamgee and was told he had 
not been persistent enough. 

* Feltrix ” was a disease his late partner found to 
be prevalent in the Howden district, and he himself had 
seen instances of it. The treatment in those days was 
alum. Ina case at Ledsham some years ago he used 
carbolic acid, and a recovery was made. 

With regard to the pony that went fifteen days with- 
out food, he thought they were inclined to worry too 
much about animals being off their feed. At the 
Micklefield Colliery explosion many years ago a pony 


‘was walled up in one of the roads by huge falls with- 


out food or drink for fifteen days, and when brought 
out was in a wonderfully strong condition. 

The meeting then went into Committee to discuss 
a subject introduced by Mr. Greer. 

Specimens. Mr. Sampson produced specimens of 
caleareous material he had found on making a post- 
mortem examination on a neuter Persian cat, eleven 
years old, which had a very distended bladder. 

A vote of thanks to the President, proposed by Mr. 
Bowes and seconded by Mr. PoLtarp, concluded the 


meeting, which was followed by tea. 
F.C. Scorr, Hon. Secretary. 
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Dumfries and Galloway Division.* 


A meeting of the above Division was held in the 
Crown Hotel, Castle Douglas, on March Oth. 
Present: N. H. MacAlister (President), Messrs. 
Edgar, Lindsay, Waddell, and Young (Secretary and 
Treasurer). 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
adopted. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


The Presipenr read the following address: - 

I have to thank you sincerely for the honour you 
have done me in electing me President for the year. 
[I can assure you it is an honour I highly appreciate, 
and T will do my best to prove worthy of the confidence 
you have shown in me. IT have to thank the past 
Presidents and members for the great assistance 
and support which was given me whilst acting as 
Secretary. 

Our Association was formed in 1919, as the result 
of a meeting held here. It was at a time when our 
profession was setting its house in order. Many 
members, though enthusiastic at first, have now 
become indifferent, but may one not hope that some 
day most, if not all, of the practitioners in the South 
of Scotland and North of England will unite into one 
live association? To those new members and 
especially to those from the North of England, we 
give a cordial welcome. Dumfries supports us very 
well, only one member of the profession being outside 
our Division: Kirkeudbright is also well repres- 
ented. In Wigtownshire all the practitioners were 
members, but T am afraid there has been a falling off. 
During the first year of our existence nineteen members 
joined the Division, out of a possible twenty-one, 
and fourteen are still active members. I appeal to 
all members of the profession in Dumfries, Galloway, 
and the North of England to become, not only paying 
members, but live members. An Association like 
ours exists to promote and spread the knowledge of 
our science and also to protect and help its members. 

It is a division of that great and ever increasing 
Association, the N.V.M.A. that exists for the good 
and welfare of the profession. The “ National”) has 
now become an organisation to be reckoned with ; 
it is gaining power and influence year by year and, 
if all the members of the profession were enrolled, 
it would be in a still stronger position to support and 
advance our claims. It is only by its divisions main- 
taining their full strength that the parent Association 
can hope to continue to flourish. It is, perhaps, impossi- 
ble to get 100 members, but we can try to induce all 
our confréres to join us and the National. That we need 
to have a united front just now cannot be denied. 
The veterinarian has to face opposition on every hand 

-we have the “ quacks,” the patent medicine vendor, 
ete., but, in my opinion, certain firms who prepare 
hiological products, and supply them to chemists 
for retailing to laymen, are our worst competitors. A 
Biological Products Bill has been mooted. Personally, 
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| do not think it would be necessary if the profession, 
as a whole, were to boycott those firms who supply 
these products to other than members of the profession. 
I think it is adding insult to injury for some firms 
and individuals to ask the profession to try some of 
their products in the field, and immediately there is a 
modicum of success, they supply all and sundry. 
The veterinary instrument manufacturer, who supplies 
farmers and others is in the same category. But the 
worst offender is the *‘ gentleman” in the profession 
who supplies his friends, not in his own practice, but 
in yours or mine, with tuberculin serums, vaccines, ete. 
One farmer in my district told me he always used a 
certain firm’s antitetanic serum when docking his 
own horses, as he thought it was the best. He 
explained that he got it from a veterinary friend in 
England. I could give many more instances, but you 
are familiar with them. 

These few notes may lead some critics to remark 
that it is a mercenary way of looking at things, and 
that one should always be professional. I have 
noticed that this type of critic is generally a man 
with an assured position, and who has no cause to 
worry about income, and who is free from the struggles 
and hardships which are the lot of the general practi- 
tioner. The country practitioner is not in the profes- 
sion for the good of his health; he is there to make a 
living, and it behoves him to be up and doing to 
protect his interests. We have a fairly good member- 
ship in Dumfries and Galloway, and we hope to have 
a still larger one. 


Digestive Disorpers IN CATTLE. 


Mr. A. YounG then contributed the following paper 
on the above subject : The disorders of the digestive 
apparatus in cattle met with in everyday practice, 
are numerous and varied, and to those of us here a 
few remarks concerning some of the commoner should 
be of particular interest and, I hope, profit. 

When one considers the large quantity of foodstuff 
that the average bovine has to consume to maintain 
life, the hurried manner in which it is masticated and 
swallowed, the various acts of digestion, such as 
rumination, eructation, and the onward movement of 
the mass from the rumen to the third and fourth 
stomachs and thence to the intestines, it is little to 
be wondered at that the digestive organs are occasion- 
ally thrown out of gear. External influences, such 
as sudden climatic changes, fodder of poor quality, 
gestation in the breeding female and the highly con- 
centrated ration in the milking cow and fattening 
beast, all have an important bearing as causative 
factors in gastric disorders. We will first consider the 
disturbances met with in the rumen. 

Gaseous INDIGESTION. Synonyms: tympanites, 
hoven, etc. This condition is characterised by the 
rapid accumulation of gases in the upper part of the 
rumen. It occurs during, or immediately after, 
feeding; is usually very rapid in its progress, and 
alarming in its consequences if not speedily relieved. 

Causation. The ingestion of highly fermentible 
substances, such as frosted herbage and roots, wet 
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succulent clovers or grasses. It is said that grasses 
grown with artificial manures are especially liable 
to produce this condition. — It is also seen after feeding 
certain meals in the dry state. However, apart from 
these contributory causes, there is probably always 
operating some want of co-ordination in the nervous 
impulses, which is the determining factor. Thus 
peristaltic movements of the rumen, and the churning 
up of the contents, which go on under normal circum- 
stances, have ceased, and the onward movement 
being at a standstill, fermentation rapidly proceeds, 
and the distension of gases eventually produces 
atony of the rumen. 

Symptoms. -In acute cases these are always alarm- 
ing. ‘The left flank is greatly distended, both out- 
wards and upwards; the breathing is distressed, 
with the head thrust out and the mouth open; the 
respiration becoming more laboured. The distended 
rumen eventually paralyses the diaphragm and 
compresses the lungs. Death, which may be very 
rapid, and take place within an hour of the onset of 
symptoms, is due to carbonic acid poisoning, either 
by asphyxia from inability to inflate the lungs, or 
the absorption of carbonic acid gas from the rumen, 

Treatment Prophylactic : Avoid sudden changes 
in the diet, especially from dry to green feeds. 
Curative: In all cases where the distension of the 
rumen is so great that the breathing is distressed and 
laboured, immediately puncture with the trochar the 
liberation of the gases should be practised. ‘This 
should be followed by a saline purge, to clear the rumen 
of the fermenting ingesta. Stimulants and_ tonics 
will be necessary until the walls of the rumen acquire 
their normal function and rumination is restored. 
It is advisable to leave the canula in position for 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours. Lavage with the 
stomach tube is also indicated, and should give 
beneficial results. In the less acute cases, massage 
of the rumen and its contents and the before-mentioned 
treatment may have the desired effect of starting 
peristalsis and rumination. 

Prognosis. In the majority of cases this is favour- 
able. 

Impaction or THE RUMEN: Indigestion due to 
over eating, 

This condition is frequently met with, particularly 
at those seasons of the year when there is a change of 
diet : more especially in animals coming off pastures 
and being housed and liberally fed on rich dry rations. 
Perhaps an insufficiency of water in stall-fed animals 
is a predisposing factor ; it is also commoner in greedy 
feeders. This condition is also seen in the spring or 
early summer, when animals are first turned out into 
rich herbage, more especially on newly-sown out 
pastures, which contain a large proportion of artificial 
grasses. ‘The over-distended rumen becomes para- 
lysed, peristalsis ceases and undue fermentation 
occurs ; rumination is suppressed and the food fails 
to pass onwards, lying in the rumen and distending it. 
Certain kinds of food are more prone to produce this 
condition than others any finely divided food like 
brewers’ or distillers’ grains, which cannot be returned 


to the mouth for secondary mastication, and, rumina- 
tion not being completed, the food remains in the 
rumen, distending it. 

Symptoms. These vary with the quantity and kind 
of food consumed, If the distension is due to dry 
food, the symptoms at first are not very serious. 
The animal is off its feed, rumination has stopped, 
and the distended rumen, on palpation, has a doughy 
feel and pits on pressure. Some tympanites may be 
present and, if the animal has been ailing for twenty- 
four hours or more, very little faeces will be passed. 
On the other hand, distension of the rumen as the 
result of an overfeed of potatoes, turnips, or wet 
clover, may be accompanied by a great deal of fermen- 
tation, and the symptoms become very alarming. 
The animal assumes a recumbent position and refuses 
to rise. The course of these acute cases is usually 
very rapid, death being due to the same causes as in 
acute tympanites. — In the less acute cases treatment 
is more hopeful and success depends on its early 
application. 

Treatment. In acute cases, puncture of the rumen, 
rumenotomy, lavage with the stomach tube, purga- 
tives, internal antiseptics, arecoline, eserine, pilo- 
carpine, stimulants and tonics. In the less acute 
cases, a saline purge, aloes, stimulants and tonics, 
linseed and bran tea. Clothe the animal and keep the 
body warm, as this assists the action of purgative 
medicine, 

INFLAMMATION OF THE RUMEN AND RericuLuM. 
Acute primary inflammation of the rumen and reti- 
culum is not common, It sometimes accompanies 
certain infectious diseases, and as the result of the 
ingestion of poisonous plants or substances. 

Symptoms. Loss of appetite and rumination ; 
there may be a rise of temperature; the rumen is 
very sensitive to the touch, and vomiting may occur. 
I have seen this symptom myself, in a cow that had 
eaten some rhododendron and laurel leaves; after a 
drink of cold water and when drenched, she imme- 
diately vomited, 

Treatment. This consists in giving plenty of 
mucilaginous drinks and soft) cooked food, with 
sedative medicine to allay the irritable condition of 
the mucous membrane. Tf the poisonous plants or 
substances are known, give the antidote suitable. 


(T'o be continued. ) 


DISEASE. 

Cheshire was officially declared to be free trom foot- 
and-mouth disease on Thursday of last week, and all 
restrictions concerning the sale or movement of cattle 
were removed. The last outbreak was on March Ith, 
Rudheath, Northwich. 


The Kent County Council suggests, with regard to 
foot-and-mouth disease, that the Order of the Ministry 
of Agriculture placing restrictions on the movement of 
animals over an area within a radius of approximately 
fifteen miles from an infected place should he modified 
after an interval of ten days from the date of the outbreak 
so as to make the radius only five miles. 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to rece've items of prefessional interest: in 
these columns. 


Diary of Events. 
April 21st--Meeting of the Derbyshire Division at 
Derby. 
24th—Meeting of the Lancashire Division at 
Liverpool. 
at Oxford. 
7th- Last day for Nominations for election to 
Council R.C.V.S. 
». 21st-—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers and Annual Report 
issued. 
», 28th R.C.V.S. Voting Papers to be returned. 
June 4th--R.C.V.8. Annual General Meeting. Ear! 
Haig to attend to receive Diploma of 
Honorary Associate. 


May 


PERTHSHIRE REPORT ON ANTHRAX 


At a recent statutory meeting of the Perthshire Execu- 
tive Committee under the Diseases of Animals Acts, the 
Chief Constable submitted a report based on inquiries 
made regarding feeding-stuffs and artificial manures on 
farms, both affected and unaffected with anthrax, during 
the years 1923 and 1924. In the case of affected farms 
during these years 70 reports were examined, and in the 
case of unaffected farms 95. The outstanding feature of 
the analysis was the prominence of the use of Bombay 
cotton cake on affected farms, 94 per cent., as against 
65 per cent. on unaffected farms. Sixty-six of the affected 
farms used Bombay cake, but only 62 of the unaffected. 
It would appear that they might buy any quantity of 
Bombay cake and get it wholesome or they might buy 
only «ton and get it bad. If the cake did convey infection 
it must be a case of one comparatively small piece im preg- 
nating a quantity. The 70 affected farms examined 
fattened about 3.800 cattle per annum. Forty cattle 
had died of anthrax, a rate of mortality of about | per cent. 
The rate of mortality in the whole county could exceed 
1 in 1,000. 

The Chairman suggested that they send the report to 
the Ministry and ask them to draw what conclusions they 
might from it. The suggestion was approved. 


Dog ann PostTMEN. 


Henry Purcell, of Verdant Lane, Catford, was recently 
summoned at the Greenwich Police Court for suffering an 
unmuzzled ferocious dog to be at large, and for not keeping 
a dangerous dog under control. Evidence was given by 
a postman that he was bitten on the calf last July, and 
another postman said that, as he left the gate after deliver- 
ing letters in February last, the dog seized him by the tails 
of his coat. Since then no letters had been delivered at the 
defendant’s house, notice having been given to him that 
he must call at the post office for them. Mr. Ratcliffe 
Cousins (the magistrate) said he did not know of any 
authority for such a course on the part of the Post Office, 
who were assuming his (the magistrate’s) powers in de- 
ciding whether a dog was dangerous. There was no 
evidence that the animal was ferocious, but he would order 
that it be kept under proper control, the defendant to pay 
10s. costs. 
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ERADICATING SHEEP SCAR. 

At the monthly meeting of the Council of the National 
Farmers’ Union held in London, there was submitted a 
report from a sub-committee appointed by the Cereals. 
Livestock and Wool Committee to consider the question oi 
a national policy on sheep scab. The following conclusions 
were reached by the committee :—- 

1. That they recommend that action should be taken 
to eradicate sheep scab from England, Scotland and Wales. 
2. That the only means of eradicating sheep scab ix 
by double dipping within I4 days, such double 
dipping to be carried out under the strictest supervision 
and in accordance with the regulations issued by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. The result of compulsory double 
dipping would remove any necessity for counties to make 
barring orders against other counties. 

The Council approved the conclusions of the committee, 
and decided to forward the report, together with statistics 
of the outbreaks in current years, to the county branches 
for a definite expression of opinion on the principles in- 


volved. 


VETERINARY Tests FOR PouLTRry DISEASES. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries announces 
that, owing to the increasing number of poultry submitted 
to the Ministry’s Veterinary Laboratory for post-mortem 
or other examination,it has been found necessary to appoint 
a special officer to undertake this examination work. 
At the same time it has been decided to institute a scale of 
fees. 

The charge for an ordinary post-mortem examination 
will be 3s. a bird. In the case of flocks suspected of being 
infected with bacillary white diarrhoea, an inclusive fee 
of 10s. is payable, in respect of whatever number of tests 
are required to establish or otherwise the existence of the 
disease in the flock. In flocks where this disease is found 
the remaining birds will be tested for elimination purposes 
at an additional fee of Is. a bird. In all cases fees are 
payable in advance. 

Special terms will be allowed where birds are submitted 
in quantities (e.g.. from egg-laying competitions) for 
post-mortem examination or for the agglutination test for 
bacillary white diarrhoea. Particulars may be obtained 
from the Ministry’s Veterinary Laboratory, New Haw, 
Weybridge. (Station, Addlestone, §S.R.). Birds sub- 
mitted for post-mortem or other examination should be sent 
direct to that address. carriage paid, accompanied by the 
necessary remittance. Postal orders, etc., should be made 
payable to the order of ~The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries’ and crossed ** & Co.’ Postage stamps cannot 
be accepted. 


Obituary. 


Lirtie, W. E., M.R.C.V.S., 58 Romford Road, Cla; ham 
S.W. Graduated July 13th, L918, London. Died 
March 8th, 1925. Aged 31 years. 

C. E. J.. M.R.C.V.S., 3 Claremont Terrace, 
Sunderland. Graduated December 14th, 1907, Glasgow. 
Died Apri! 12th, 1925. Aged 39 years. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following > 
Communications from Messrs. J. W. Armfield and <A. 
Spicer, Mrs. C. M. Hill, and P. Gregory. 
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